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HE coach had not drove far 
before it ſtopped to take up 
two more paſſengers, who were no 
other than Mr. and Mrs. Spruce. 
This meeting foreboded little plea- 
ſureoneitherſide during their jour. 
ney; for Nelſon felt himſelf in an 
awkward ſituation when he refleQ. 
ed on a circumſtance that was 
ſtill deeply imprinted on his me. 
mory. Mrs. Spruce could not be 
Vor. II. B ſup- 
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ſuppoſed to be in a more comfort- 


able fituation.z and her huſband- 


had ſtill leſs reaſon than either to 
enjoy the proſpect of much plea- 
ſure in the journey, being conſci- 
ous of a circumſtance, which, 
though it was unknown to Nelſon, 
rendered him deſpicable in his 
on eyes. The reader will be 
-convinced that- he -had reaſon to 
be diſſatisfied with his fituation, 
when he is informed that it was 
the that baſely waylaid Nelſon, 


as he returned from ſeeing Syntax, 


and uſed him in ſuch a barbarous 
Manner. | 

An awkward filence reigned for 
a few minutes, till the fourth paſ- 
ſenger (who was a lady) broke it 


by obſerving, '© that ſhe believed 


« the 


0 
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« ſhe had got into the company of 
« three Quakers.” Nelſon, who 


wiſhed not to remember old ani- 


moſities, or diſagreeable circum- 
ſtances, was glad of the oppor- 
tunity which the lady gave him to 
enter into diſcourle : the conver- 


= ſation preſently became general, 
and in a little time they were all 


as ſocial as if they had been very. 
much pleaſed with one another. 
Nothing happened in the firſt two 
or three ſtages worth taking notice 
of; only Nelſon obſerved that 


Mr. Spruce appeared very indiffe- 


rent to his wife, and very atten- 
tive to the other lady; whoſe 
notice he endeavoured to obtain 
by ogles and frequent attempts to 
be witty. Mrs, Spruce, on her 

B 2 part, 
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part, ſeemed not to be offended 1 

with her huſband for his attention h 
to the other, but allowed him all F _ 
the freedom he could poſſibly b | : 
wiſh. She direfted her conver- 7 
ſation to Nelſon, who for ſome ] hk 
time was rather abſent ; for his q 
thoughts were a long way behind f. 
him: they had not left the beloved g 
ſpot from which he had recently 
parted; -for he was entertaining 4 d 


Himſelf with the ideas in what man- pl 
ner Rachel would be paſling her | ju 
time after his departure. he 
| Mrs. Spruce remarked his ab- N 
| ſence of thought, and rightly I 40 
gueſſed at the cauſe. And as ſhe F* 
ſtill loved him in her heart, not- * la 
withſtanding all that had happened, 1 
ſhe was vexed at the thoughts of 3 
his 
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_ 1 kis being attached to another in 
all preference to herſelf. Her being 


ly che wiſe of Mr. Spruce, was cer- 


ere tainly a ſtrong argument againſt 
ns his thinking of her at all; but it 
his N did not appear altogether ſo to her, 
nd i for her notions were not ſo con- 
ed | fined as thoſe of Nelſon, who 
y looked upon a woman to be forbid- 
ing den fruit, when once ſhe had 
an- plighted herſelf to another. She 
ner juſtified herſelf for allowing her 
| heart to indulge a partiality 
ab- Nelſon, by her huſband's conduct 
ty X +0 the other lady. This, though 
ſhe is is a very lame excuſe, has been 


10t- 1 laid hold of by thouſands before 
ed, her; as if the law of retaliation 
s of had been a part of their creed, or 
his I | B 3 the 
AY > f 
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the beſt way of regaining their 
huſband's loſt affection. 


Her intention was only to mor- 
tity Mr. Spruce for his apparent 


_ negleR. . If ſhe had gone no 


farther, her conduct would not 
have been ſeverely blameable. She 
was not aware, that a ſeigned ap- 
pearance of gallantry has often 
dangerous conlequences;—it be- 
trays people into ſituations which 
often prove fatal. Nelſon's ab- 
ſence of mind innocently helped 
to deceive her; for ſhe thought 
herſelf ſafe in purfuing her revenge, 
by the help of one chat appeared 
to take ſo little advantage of it. 

He would have been dull indeed, 
if he had not obſerved her beha- 


viour 
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viour during the courſe of the 
day; which, if he had been a man 
of gallantry, would have given him 
the greateſt pleaſure: but in place 
of that, he felt a. confounded deal 
of vexation, for his imagination 
repreſented the ſmalleſt deviation 
to gallantry, as an unpardonable 
fin againſt his beloved Rachel 
more eſpecially as he had but juſt - 
parted from her. Theſe conſider- 
ations would have ſaved them 
both, if Mr. Spruce's officious 
gallantry had not given them a 
fatal- opportunity of being leſt 
together in an hour of inebriation. 
When they arrived at Maiden- 
head, the lady that accompanied 
them, being within a mile of her 
journey's end, was going to bid 
B 4 them 
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them adieu; but Mr. Spruce 
obliged her almoſt by force to 
ſtay and ſup with them, promiſing 
to ſee her ſafe home after ſupper. 
What his intentions were, we will 
| not pretend to ſay; but after ſup- 
per he plied the wine ſo briſkly 
round, that before the lady roſe. 
bv to be gone, . Nelſon was almoſt 
drunk. In this fituation, Mr. 
Spruce left him to entertain his 
wife till his return. 

Nelſon had as much ſenſe left 
as to perceive himſelf in the ſitua- 
tion which he moſt dreaded; and 
the conſciouſneſs of this made him 
bluſh. Mrs. Spruce rallied him 
upon his modeſty, till it appeared 
ridiculous in his own | eyes. He 
endeayoured to get rid of it, and 

for 
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for that purpoſe unbappily fell in- 
to the contrary extreme. What 
a critical ſituation for two perſons} 
who had loved, and indulged their 
unruly paſſions once before, to fall 
into again! A miracle only could 
have ſaved them from the conſe- 
quence that followed; but Heaven 
did not think meet to interpoſe in 
the concerns of thoſe who blindly 
ruſhed upon freſh guilt, after the 
fatal experience they had had al- 
ready. | 

In ſhort, they were as much in- 
fatuated as they had been before. 
Mrs. Spruce forgot that ſhe had a 
huſband : and Nelſon loſt all ideas 
of his beloved Rachel, till remorſe. 
diſpelled the ſhort delirium of his 
paſſion, and reſtored him to his 


B 5 ſenſes. 
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ſenſes. Then it was he felt the 
ſtings of agonizing conſcience in 
their full force; his crime on 
one hand, and Rachel on the other; 
one holding up to him the ven- 
geance of Heaven, and the other 
looking on him with ſcorn and 
contempt. Heaven already ſeem- 
ed to execute the vengeance which 
conſcience threatened him with; 
for at that moment the lightning 
flaſhed in his eyes, and the thun- 
der rolled over his head in an aw- 
ful.and tremendous manner. The 
partner of his guilt was ſo much 
frightened, that ſhe fainted away. 
It however ſerved as an excuſe for 
the remorſe ſhe felt, and the tears 
the ſhed when ſhe was reſtored to 
her ſenſes.— This, perhaps, was the 

: RE. | only 
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only thing that made her conſider. 
it as a crime; fo much were her 
principles poiſoned with libertine 
notions. | 
Nelſon had agreed to remain all 
night at the Inn, and to accompany 
Mr. and Mrs. Spruce the remainder 
of their journey in a poſt-chaiſe; but 
this unhappy circumſtance obliged 
him to alter his reſolution, and to 
go off in- the ſame ſtage at four 
o'clock in the morning; for he 
had not the courage to fit in com- 
pany with her, or to look her in- 
jured huſband in the face without 
bluſhing. | 
This reſolution he * in prac- 
tice, after he had informed them, 
chat buſineſs obliged him to be in 
London as ſoon as poſſible. Mrs. 
B 6 Spruce - 
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Spruce endeavoured to perſuade 
him to remain till next day, but in 
vain. Mr. S. knew his reaſons, 
and therefore did not perſuade 
him one way or another. They 


gave him a direQion to their lodg- 


ings in London, begging him to 
call often. This Nelſon promiſed, 
but inwardly reſolved never to en- 
ter their door. 

Luckily there was not a paſſen- 
ger in the ſtage but himſelf; ſo 
that he had an opportunity of in- 
dulging his miſerable reflections 
till he arrived at his journey's end; 
and to take ſolemn reſolutions 
againſt drinking, and every thing 
that had a tendency to lead him 
into the like crimes again.—The 
reader, perhaps, may laugh at Nel- 

? ſon's 
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ſon's unfaſhionable notion, in re- 
penting ſo bitterly of an action 
which is rather conſidered as a 
matter of triumph; or, at moſt, as 
but a ſmall venial tranſgreſſion; 
eſpecially as Mrs. S. was in the 
bloom of youth and beauty: but 
let that perſon conſider, that Nel- 
ſon was ardently attached to an 
amiable and virtuous woman, of 
whom every attion of a criminal 
nature rendered him unworthy, 
and he vill ſee cauſe for repent- 
ance as well as Nelſon; and rea- 


ſon to put himſelf on the guard 2 


againſt falling into like miſdemean- 
ours for the future. Nelſon's 
heart was alſo naturally virtuous; 
and where that is the caſe, repent- 
| ance” 


7 
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ance will affuredly follow actions 
ſo oppoſite. 1 
The new and various ſcenes that 
were preſented to his view in Lon- 
don, by degrees leſſened the bit- 
terneſs of his refleQions; and he 
allowed his breaſt to be reſtored to 
tranquillity, with the hopes that his 
crime would be for ever buried 
from the knowledge of Miſs Sey- 
mour, and be a warning to him 
in an hour of danger for the 

future. = 
He found a kind reception in the 
®-houſe of his Rachel's uncle, who 
" Was taught to look upon him as 
a nephew; for her father had 
Even kim a hint of their affeQtion, 
in the letter which he ſent along 
with 
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with Nelſon. Mr. Seymour in 
London, was juſt ſuch another as 

ker father; ſo that Nelſon found 
no difference in the kindneſs of 
their behaviour; for this, as well 
as the other, did every thing in his 
power to render his ſituation plea- 
ſant and happy. There was only 
one thing wanting to make that 
perfectly ſo, and that was the com- 
pany of his dear Rachel; who, in 
his idea, ſtood far ſuperior to every 
woman he had yet ſeen in London, 
although decked in the ſplendour” 
of finery, and all the allurements 
oft © 
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FILIAL SENSATION, 


A few months after his arrival 
in London, the clergyman before- 
mentioned, uſhered into the world 
a a new work that excited univerſal 
notice, The plan of this new 
work was intirely novel; obſceni- 
ty was one of its principal ingre- 
dients; but that was moſtly con- 
veyed in far-fetched ideas and in- 


tricate alluſions: for vice would 


be frightful if.it did not wear a 


maſk, If it had been all diſguiſed, . 


the world might have read the 
work without edification ; but, un- 
-happily, there were ſome parts of 


it ſo naked, or the covering ſo 


eaſily ſeen through, that it ſerved 
as a key to the reſt; and the reader 
went 


, 
. 
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went in the full expeftation, that 
in this point of view, the ſtory 
was uniform and conſiſtent; and 
even would find, or ſuppoſe, indeli- 
cate alluſions in a paragraph that 
the author never intended to con- 
vey any thing of the nature. 
Nelſon was favoured with a 
reading of this work by young 
Seymour, a couſin of his Rachel's; 
and as the author's name was not 
affixed to the book, he had not 
the leaſt ſuſpicion that it was one 
ſo nearly connected with himſelf; 
and therefore, upon his returning 
it, cenſured the vulgar indelicacies 
of che author, with that indigna- 
tion which they deſerved ; and 
which every virtuous mind muſt 
feel at reading deſcriptions fo 


fatally 
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fatally injurious. to the morals. of 
youth, 3 

« He allowed the author tobe 
« poſſeſſed of a firſt-rate genius, 
* but lamented that it was ſo un- 
< happily miſapplied. If he had 
* confined his talents to pathetic 


* deſcriptions, and made the 


* cultivation of morality. and 
« virtue his aim, he would have 
t excited the paſſions, to laudable 
*« purpoſes, and been. rewarded 
« with the grateful applauſe of the 
« worthy,” part of mankind ; an 
e applauſe of ſuperlative value, 
*« compared to that which he will | 
« receive from thoſe that can 

« admire his obſcene traſh; and 
* by whom it. will be made uſe of 
ily bY | | -. Cp. 
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« as a pimp to furniſh them with 
» © impure and indelicate ideas.” 


Young Seymour laughed at 
Nelſon's vartuous warmth, and told 
him, that the author was a clergy- 
man, whoſe ſermons were admired 
for inculcating pure religion and 
morality. 


Nelſon's indignation was aug- 


mented by this information; but 


it was preſently changed to 
the moſt bitter grief, when the 
origin of his being was named as 
the author. 

« Heaven forbid,” ſaid he, when 
alone, © that I ſhould be ſo nearly 
* allied to one, that ſo wantonly 
e adminiſters the 'moſt deadly 
_ * poiſon to the morals of his fellow 
creatures Can he who ſo vehe- 


cc menily 


- 


bu 


24 THE MAN OF FAILING, 


« mently exclaims againſt ſlander- 
«ers, [Vide his Fifth Sermon] 
who fend large portions of in- 
* nocence and chaſtity out of the 
world by diſtant hints and nods,” 
« be himſelf a thouſand times more 
« execrable, by really deſtroying 
« that innocence and chaſtity which 
« a flanderer only maliciouſly Ants 
« to be loſt! All lewdneſs. is bad 
« enough, but clerical obſcenity is 
« intolerable.” 

This information made his re- 
flexions very diſagreeable; for 
though he wiſhed not to be ac- 
knowledged as the offspring of 
that reverend gentleman, - yet he 
felt that filial affettion for him in 
his breaſt, which a ſon naturally has 
for his parent, How ſhocking, 

therefore, 
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therefore, to find this parent 
keenly labouring for a character 
that is hateful in any one, but 
doubly deteſtable in a Chriſtian 
Divine! Although he could reap 


no honour by acknowledging him 
fo? a parent, yet he was anxious 
to ſee one to whom he owed the 
origin of his coming into the 
world. He procured information 
of the coffee-houſe that he fre- 
quented ; to which he went with 
an agitated heart, 

As ſoon as he got there, he ſat 
down in the firſt box that preſented 
itſelf (for his feet could r 
ſupport him into the room); 
calling for a pint of wine, he = 
up a newſpaper as if going to read, 
but knew no more than an infant 

what 
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what it contained; for his whole 
frame was agitated, and his ears 
entirely taken up in liſtening to 
thoſe around him, in expeQation 
of hearing ſomething that would 
point out the object that he wiſhed 
to behold. 

He did not wait long for this 
gratification, for that gentleman 
entered in a few minutes; and 
was welcomed by a grinning ſmile 
from every face ſave that of Nel- 
fon, whoſe eyes were inſtantly 
Tivetted to the ſacred features of 
his parent, in which he diſcovered 
ſo great a likeneſs of his own, that 
he, was deprived of every doubt 
that had hitherto ariſen in his mind 
reſpetting the poſſibility of his 
mother's being under a miſtake. 

N By While 
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While his eyes were anxiouſly 
exploring the inmoſt receſſes” of 
his parent's heart, and his breaſt 
throbbing with filial tenderneſs, 
his ears were faluted with the 
ſound of his voice. What did not 
Nelſon feel at that moment ? But, 
juſt Heaven! how was he ſhocked, 
and his ſoul harrowed with the 
moſt bitter grief, at hearing that 
voice convey to his ears language 
ſtill more openly - offenſive than 
what he had wrote! 

Nelſon was immediately riſing 
up to make his eſcape from a place 
where the ear of chaſtity was deeply 
wounded; but hearing a ſubjed 
ſtarted, whoſe ſacred nature ren- 
dered it almoſt impoſſible to intro= 
duce indelicate ideas, he fat down 
again, 


* 
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again, fondly hoping to hear his 
parent launch forth with ſerious 
warmth upon a ſubject that ought 
to be ſacred to a clerical character. 
But here he was grievouſlly diſ- 
appointed alſo; for the ſubjeQ was 
ſtarted on purpoſe to be turned 
into ridicule, by this clerical buf- 
foon, who began to diſplay his wit 
by blending obſcenity with. ſcrip- 


ture, as if they had been ſimilar 


to one another. Nelſon was more 
ſhocked than before ; and hurried 
out of the place, with a ſilent eja- 
culation that Heaven had made 
him the ſon of an honeſt cobler, 
or of the meaneſt mechanic, rather 
than the offspring of one, whom it 
would be almoſt infamy to ac- 
Knowledge ! 


He 
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He had only been a witneſs to a 


ſmall ſpecimen of his father's ta- 


lents. The employment of that 


_ . gentleman, and the chief pleaſure 


of his life, ſeemed to be more di- 
rected to corrupt the morals of 
youth, than to reap the fruit of his 
labours by debauchery. The fiſt 
he was always qualified for; the 
laſt he was made incapable of, 
through the feebleneſs of his con» 
ſtitution. If that had been corre- 
ſponding to the ſtrong bent of his 


mind, he, perhaps, would have 


exceeded every one in his de- 
baucheries, as much as be did in 
the original ſtile of bis writings. 
His imagination was quick and 
lively, and be always gave it free 
ſcope to the bounds of licentiouſ- 

Vol. II. C neſs. 
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neſs. Every thing that Hines 
itfelf, however filthy and indeli- 
cate, or wide from the ſubjeQ, if 
it tended to excite a laugh, was 
noted down without ſhame, or. a 
fear of future conſequences. The 
reaſon Why he has not been fol- 
lowed by -a ſucceſsful imitator, 
among the many pretenders, may 
be, becauſe there was not one of 
them poſſeſſed of an equal genius, 
who dared go 'the length that he 
did in unveiling the filth of an im- 
pure imagination. | 
- Nelſon had ſeen enough of his 
father's leading principles, to fill 
his mind with diſagreeable reflec- 
tions: for ſome weeks they gave 
him great uneaſineſs. He wrote 
the * account of the ſuc- 
ceſs 
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ceſs of his curioſity ; lamenting the 
diſtreſs 'it had given him, and 
wiſhing he bad not gratified it, 
becauſe it had raiſed antipathy in 


his mind againſt one whom nature 


teaches us to reipell with facred 
veneration.. - , b 

Time, however, badi him to 
his natural cheerfulneſs, and made 
him again become the agreeable 
friend and entertaining compani- 
on: his company was courted by 


youth of both ſexes, and by none 


more than young Seymour, the 
couſin of his dear Rachel. 


* 9 
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This gentleman, though he way 


a a Quaker, was a young man of 


C2 debauched 
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debauched principles: but he had AY 
fo carefully concealed them under 

Aa maſk of religion, that be was 
looked upon by all to be a youth 
of an exemplary and virtuous diſ- 
poſition. Nelſon looked upon 
him in this light, and was eager 
to cultivate an intimacy with him. 
Had Seymour continued his hy- 
pocriſy after this confidence and 
intimacy took place between them, 
there would have been no danger: 
but Nelſon's good- nature and 
cheerful temper pleaſed him ſo 
much, that he wiſhed to make 
him a partner and companion in 
his ſcenes of lewdneſs, as well as 
in his innocent recreations.—A 
moſt deteſtable proof of his friend- 
Mip! but, alas | too often followed 


by. 
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by the youth of our day; who are 
not content to be vicious them- 
ſelves, but draw thoſe whom they 
love moſt into the ſame deſtruttive 
path. Seymour knew Nelſon too. 
well, to think he would accompany 
him to ſuch places. of his own ac- 
cord; he therefore determined. 
to betray him into them unawares ; 
and even gave the objects of lewd- 
neſs a hint of his intentions, that 
they might ſecond his friendly 


deſign with their artful intice- 


ments. 

Pretending, one evening, that 
he was going to viſit a young lady, 
for whom he had a virtuous attach- 
ment, he prevailed upon Nelſon 


to accompany him. He carried 


him to an elegant lodging near the 
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Weſt end of the Town, where 
they were uſhered into a ſplendid 
apartment, and received by an 
clderly lady, who gave Seymour 
the appellation of ſon. Nelſon 
immediatly concluded her to be 
the mother of his ſweetheart. The 
old lady ordered a ſervant to bring 


wine, &c. and then left them, 


after promiſing to ſend up her 
daughters. During the interval 
Seymour plied Nelſon briſkly 
with red port; but after drinking 
a few glaſſes, recollecting the 
fatal conſequences of aà former 
inebriation, the latter refuſed ta 
drink more. | 
Preſently after, two. elegant 
females made their appearance, 
whomSeymourrefpeCtively ſaluted, 


and 


le 
1 
? 
'N 


* 0 0 I 


% 
Wo 
> 2 a >= * 2 — 1 
- - LET WS RE 2 8 A 4 CIEFER x R og ” . » . 1 4 — 4 

An” < F enn 3 l r . 2 \ * A a 4 "Y - 8 4 * 
— 2 2 hs _— bi a r — 4 T vo, TI * nne . * — * . WEE"; N 
7 \ : 1 . c * 4 1 * 7 « A 0 me 3 % = — L — 4 1 „ 2 — — 

: o _ . 2 2 < w 0 1 


THE MAN OF FAILING. 35 


and introducing our hero, defired 
him to follow his example. Nelſor 
ſaluted them with a modeſt polite- 
neſs, believing them to- be ladies 
of character and reputation. 

The ladies then fat down, and, 
after a little affeQtatien of back 
wardneſs, were prevailed upon to 
drink a glaſs allo. Nelſon was 
then aſhamed to- dectine drinking. 
any longer; he therefore drank. 
glaſs for glaſs with them till his. 
head was quite giddy. The ladies 


were all life and ſpirit in the mean 


time, and kept up a briſk. conver- 
ſation upon different ſubjeQs, The 
only thing that ſtruck Nelſon, was 
to ſee them drink ſo freely, and. , 
occaſionally uſe expreſſions 64-7, "hg 8 
indelicate for a female ; but theſe 
1 C4 he 


\ 
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he attributed to the cuſtom of the 

place ; he never once dreamt, that J 

they were two of thoſe miſerable ? 
wretehes who proſtitute themſelves 
to the brutal paſſions of every 
wretch- that can give them their 

hire. | 

Preſently Seymour began to 
take a few liberties with one of 
them, which ſhe affected to oppoſe; 
but by degrees they fell to down- 
right romping. Nelſon andtheother 
in the mean time were onlyſpefta- 
tors of the fun, fave that now and 
then ſhe would tread gently upon 

his toes, as if by accident, and 

make uſe of a thouſand other allur- 
ing arts of which ſhe was complete 
miſtreſs. Theſe had a wonderful 
,effe upon our almoſt intoxicated 
| hero; 
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hero ; whoſe virtue vaniſhed by 
degrees, and at laſt totally left him 
to the guidance of his unruly paſ- 
fion. Then he ſuffered himſelf to 
follow Seymour's example, by 
romping with the other, and pro- 
ceeded ſuch lengths, that Seymour 
conceived him beyond the danger 
of a relapſe, and therefore drew 
his partner out of the room. This 
was the moment for the infamous 
wretch to play off her maſter-piece 
of arts; which ſhe did ſo effeQually,. 
. that the infatuated youth was quite 
vanquiſhed, and yielding to her 
arms. The ſhrieks of a female 
from an adjoining room ſaved him 
from the pit of deſtruQtion, into 
which another minute would have- 
= plunged him perhaps for ever. 

C5 The 
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The ſcreams awakened him. from 
his delirium ;+ and he then ſaw 
the danger he had eſcaped, and 
trembled with horror. The infa- 
mous wretch began to encourage 
him again to venture upon the 
precipice, telling him © it was only 
« the noiſe of her ſiſter and Sey- 
% mour.” But Nelſon was now 
quite ſober, and fully convinced 
of the charaRter of his partner, and 
the place he was in: he therefore 
puſhed her from him with diſguſt, 
and was retreating out of the houſe, 
after throwing half a guinea upon 
the table, to pay for the wine; 
when his ears were a ſecond time 
ſaluted with ſhrieks louder and 
more piercing than before. 
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It inftantly ſtruck his mind, that 
ſome: young and innocent female 
had been betrayed to the place, as 
well as himſelf; and the angelic 
innocence of his Rachel coming 
acroſs his thoughts, raiſed his rage 
againſt ſeducers to the higheſt 
pitch. He immediately laid hold 
of the firſt weapon he ſaw; and 
ruſhing to the: apartment from 
whence the ſcreams iſſued, he vi- 
gorouſly applied his foot to one 
of the pannels, and ſhivered.it in a 


thouſand. pieces. 


1 


THE RESCUE. 


Ihe firſt objeR he beheld was a 


female ſtruggling with a-man, who- 
C6 by. 
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by his maſculine fize made her 
appear like @ pigeon in the talons 
of an eagle. \ | 

«© Monſter4” cried Nelſon, with 
a voice of terror, © let. go your 
hold.“ CM in 
« Preſuming puppy !” cried the 
other, © vaniſh this minute; and 
at the ſame time ſnatching the 
poker, made a ſtroke at Nelſon's 
head, who dexteroufly avoided it, 
and gave him a blow with his fit 
that laid him ſprawling on the 
floor. He then took the lady by 
the hand; but finding her in a 
ſwoon, he did not ſtay to ſatisfy 
himſelf whether ſhe was innocent 
or guilty, but lifted her in his 
arms, and carried her out of the 
houſe; none of its inhabitants dar- 


* 


ing 
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ing to oppoſe his paſſage. When _ 


he got into the ſtreet, he did not 


know. where to diſpoſe of his 
charge; but ſeeing a public-houſe/ 
at a little diſtance; he carried her 
to it, and, by the landlady's aſſiſt- 
ance, had the pleaſure of ſeeing 
the lady reſtored to life. 

When the unhappy lady was 
informed by Nelſon of the manner 
of his reſcuing her, fie loaded him 
vith a thouſand thanks, and almoſt 


fell upon her knees to adore him: 


He anſwered, he had been be- 
* trayed into the houſe himſelf, 
« but ſhouldreckon it the moſt for- 
te tunate circumſtance of his life, if 
« he had been the means of ſaving 
« innocence.” 


His 
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His ſpeech made her burſt into 
tears. Alas, Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, deep- 
ly ſighing, “you will regret your 
« trouble when you come to know 
that I can lay no claim to that 
© invaluable treafure. A baſe 
relation, under an aſſumed ap- 
« pearance of love and eſteem; 
<.unhappily. gained my affection; 
and in confidence of his honour 
. and vows, I: was prevailed upon 
* to truſt him with that and my 
«< happineſs. Till yeſterday I 
«thought myſelf ſecure in his 
« promiſes.” 
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- THE COUSINS. 


An uncle, on whom we had 
« both. dependance, was. taken 
very ill, and wrote for me a few 
days ago to come to London, 
e as he wiſhed to ſee me before. 
he died. This treacherous re- 
« lation offered to be my eſcort, 
„ which I accepted; but in place 
* of carrying me to my uncle's 
e houſe, he brought me to that 
7 place of infamy, under the 
e pretence that we were too late 
* to find. admittance at my. uncle's. 
«. Here, by means of intoxicating. 
« drugs mixed with wine,. he 
« deprived me of reaſon, and gave 

« me 
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„me up to the brutal mercy of 


* an infamous companion. 

« You can imagine: my intole- 
© rable grief and ſhame, better 
than I can tell you, when I found 
* myſelf lying beſide one that was 
* an entire ſtranger. At that in- 
« ſtant I could have put an end to- 
«my life. 

« was confined in this infa- 
* mous houſe the whole day; during 
* which time 1 did not allow a 


< morſel of any thing to go down 


my throat, for I was determined. 
to ſtarve myſelf to death; feeing. 
* nothing, but reproach. and ſhame. 
« ſtaring me in the face. My 
treacherous relation did not 


- ©xeturn till night; and being 


; «drunk, 
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« drunk, he began to uſe me hike 
« a ſtrumpet; which obliged me 
« to ſhriek out in the manner you 
« heard, when Heaven ſent you 
* to my reſcue.” 

When ſhe had ended her un- 
happy ſtory, Nelſon, conjectur- 
ing that avarice had been her 
coufin's inducement for behaving in 
ſuch a villainous manner, on pur- - 
poſe to injure her in the opinion 
of her uncle, and detain her from 
fight of him, adviſed her to go 
to her uncle's immediately, as a 
moment's delay might be of bad 
conſequences. 

It was with ſome Aificulty u thus 
Miſs Walton (for ſuch was her 
name) could be prevailed upon to 
| follow his advice, being ſo mucls 
afraid 
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afraid of facing her uncle; leſt, 
her worthleſs relation having pre- 


poſſeſſed him againſt her, the 
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mould be turned out from him 
with diſgrace. At laſt, however, 
the muſtered up courage enough 
to accompany Nelſon ; who oblig- 
ingly - offered her his evidence 
againſt her villainous betrayer. 
After the lady had taken a little 
refreſhment, they ſat out together 
in a hackney coack to her uncle's 
houfe in the Strand. As ſoon as 
they got there, Nelſon ſent up a 
meſſage to the old gentleman, who 
was very bad, aſking permiſſion 
for a few minutes iconverſation 


upon the moſt important buſineſs. 


The ſervant) that carried this 


meſſage, informing her uncle that 


© 4 4. . 


the 
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the gentleman who ſent it was ac- 
companied by a young lady, who - 
appeared to be very much diſtreſſ- 


1 ed, immediately ſuſpected her to 
. 1 be his niece, and returned for 
= anfwer, “ If the gentleman: came 
5 I * on Nancy Walton's account, 
& il « he may fave himſelf all further 
| trouble, for he utterly diſclaim» 

Fey « ed all conneQtion with her.“ 

xl When Miſs Walton heard this. 
” meſfage, ſhe fainted away.—After 
* ſeeing her return to her ſenſes, 
* Nelſon left her to the care of a 
80 female ſervant; and then inſiſted 
ws | upon another one to ſhew him.to 
wh J her maſter's. apartment, for he was 
* determined to convince him of the 


* treachery of his nephew before he 
bat 0 beſt the houſe, ; th 
the i wy The 
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The houſekeeper ſhewed him ta 
the room where he lay. The old 
geutleman was very weak, yet he 
raifed himſelf a little upon Nelſon's 
entrance ; and taking him to be 
an attorney that his nephew had: 
gone for to alter his will, by cutting 
off his niece from all ſhare of his 
effects, he aſked him © what was 
« become of his nephew?” 


- + Nelſon undeceived him at once; 


and briefly introduced his buſineſs, 
by recapitulating the ſtory of his 
nephew's treachery, as he had 
heard it from Miſs Walton, and 
relating the eircumſtance to which. 
he had been an eye witneſs him- 
{elE. f 

He delivered this account with 


ſuch honeſt warmth and indigna- 
| tion 


exaſperated, that his paſſion threw 


a 
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tion againft the author of the in- 
famous treachery, as ſtruck con- 
viction and rage into the mind of 


old Mr. Walton, who compared 


the accounts with ſome ſuſpicious 
circumſtances he had obſerved 
himſelf, The houſekeeper alſo 
confirmed it, by preſenting him 
with a letter which ſhe had found, 
and which his nephew had dropped 
out of his pocket. This letter 
conveyed poſitive proof of his 


nephews treacherous conduRt: for 


it gave an account of his ſhame, 
exactly correſponding with what 


| Nelſon had mformed him. 


The old gentleman, who was of - 
a choleric diſpoſition, was ſo much 


him into convulfons. Nelſon 
immediately 
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immediately ſent for Miſs Walton : 
but.the old man was dead before 
ſhe got up Rairs; for his rage, hav- 
ing overpowered his ſmall ſtrength, 
choked him in a few minutes. 
A few minutes after this melan- 
choly event, the treacherous cou- 
ſin arrived, accompanied with an 
attorney. The former was thun- 
derſtruck at che ſight of Miſs Wal- 
ton and Nelſon, whoſe face he 
inſtantly knew. Guilt made him 
involuntarily ſtart back ; but reco- 
vering himſelf again, he approach- 
ed the bed of the dead man with- 
out taking notice; of either of 
HU. ol nol us; 1 

It is eaſier to conceive than to 
deſcribe his looks, when the nurſe 
Ropped bim by informing, him that 
VI HB! | his 
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his uncle was dead. His diſappoint- 
ment threw his features, into a 
hundred different contorſions : he 
even wept with vexation ; which 
he endeavoured to lay to the ac- 
count of bis grief for his uncle's 
death. 1 ? 
He knew too well the light in in 
which he was conſidered by Miſs 
Walton, to hope for forgiveneſs : 
he therefore did not attempt to 
effect a reconciliation with her; 
bet lunk out of the room, aſter 
leaving ſome directions with * 
houſekeeper. | 
After the houſekeeper had ; ins 
formed Miſs Walton, that ſhe could 
be accommodated: in the | houſe, 
Nelſon ſaw he could not be of 
farther. ſervice for the preſenz, 
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and therefore took his leave. As 
he haſtened home, he could not 
help reflecting on the providential 
event of Seymour's betraying him 


into a place of infamy. If it had 


not been for this, he would not 
have forgiven him ſo eaſily as he 
n A 3 
That gentleman got home before 
Nelſon, for whoſe arrival he wait- 
ed with great impatience; becauſe 
he was anxious to prevent him 
from giving information of their 


adventure. He met Nelſon as he 
entered the door, and by intrea- 


ties prevailed upon him to bury it 
im his own breaſt; ſwearing it was 


the firſt time he had been in a 


houſe of that kind, and that he 


. | Had done it in a frolic to try Nel- 


* ſon's 


% 
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ſon's continency. Nelſon did not 
credit all this as goſpel : neverthe- 
leſs, he forgave him on account of 
the ſervice it had done to Miſs 
Walton, of whoſe affairs he gave 
Seymour an account ; but did not 
tell him her name or place of reſi- 
dence, out of regard to her repu- 
tation. 

He ſtill thought himſelf obliged 
to attend to that poor lady's con- 
cerns ; and therefore attended 
-upon her as often as opportunity 
would admit. He took care to 
ſee her put in poſſeſſion of one half 
of her uncle's fortune, which he 
lodged for her in the ſtocks. 

After the diſpoſal of her uncle's 
effects, ſhe took lodgings in a 
tradeſman's houſe in the Strand, 

Vol. II. D becauſe 
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| becauſe ſhe preferred living in 


London, where ſhe was not known, 


.-, rather than return to the country 
among her friends; where ſhe ole 
vould be in continual apprehen- ha 
fon of having her imprudence bel 
known, which would ſubject ber ſhe 
to many mortifications. kit 
mi! 
J ns of 
ſet 
A CONVERT. aln 
She lived in a very retired man- wa 
ner; for that was ſuited to the ab 
melancholy diſpoſition of her mind,  , Pre 
which was continually brooding lik 
over her imprudence, and the ſtain = | anc 
it had thrown upon her charaſter. a, 
She ſeldom ſaw. any one except 1 
Nelſon, the tradeſman's wife, and | | 
| her mi 


— 
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her own maid ſervant. This laſt 
was what 1s commonly called an 
old maid; Like her miftreſs, ſhe 
had made a flip in her youth ; and 
being deſerted by her falfe ſwain, 
ſhe took a diſguſt at all the male 
kind ; and henceforth applied her 
mind to religion, and the reading 
of enthufiaſticat books, which 
ſettted and unſettled her principles 
almoft every month. At laſt ſhe 
wholly conformed herfelf to the 
abſurd notions and enthuſiaſtical 
practices of the methodifts ; and, 
like them, had her ſpiritual feelings 
and ecſtatic faintings, upon hearing 
a /avoury diſcourſe from a favourite 
preacher. | ; 

Miſs Walton's melancholy 
mind was a good ſoil for Martha 
: 20M to 
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to ſow her religious abſurdities 


in; for one of this diſpoſition is 
more apt than any other to ſwallow 
the groſs abſurdities of that enthu- 
ſiaſtical ſet ; becauſe the Chriſtian 
perfection which they attain, com- 
forts, and makes them forget all 
their former imperfections. The 


„greater ſinner, the better ſaint,” 


is their old and common adage. 
Martha's zeal was not thrown 
away upon Miſs Walton; for in a 
little time ſhe brought her to pre- 
fer- John Weſley's Journals, and 
the Foundry Saint's Spiritual Ex- 
periences, to the books of amuſe- 
ment which Nelſon had lent her to 
diſpel the melancholy of her mind. 
Martha's books at laſt came to be 


her morning, noon, and evening 
7 ſtudies ; 
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ſtudies; but in place of leſſening 
her deſpondency, they only helped 
to make her melancholy more diſ- 
treſſing and injurious to her 
health. | 

There was another principal 


cauſe of her dejection, which both 


Nelſon. and Martha were totally 


unaquainted with: this was, a 


ſecret paſſion which the former 
had innocently inſpired her with. 
His humane and attentive en- 


deavours to make her happy, and 


his diſintereſted conduct in manag- 
ing her affairs, added to his intel- 
lectual goodneſs and agreeable 
temper, were the means of inſpir- 
ing her with this paſſion. She, at 
firſt, imagined that it was only 
gratitude which ſhe felt for him; 

D 3 but 
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but every day gave her cauſe to 
fear that it was of a more tender 
nature. I ſay fear, becauſe ſhe | 
was perfettly convinced, that 
however . generous and obliging 
Nelſon might be in his attention to 
her intereſt, yet he would never 
* think of her in the character of a 
lover, after knowing that her cha- 
rafter was ſo much ſtained by her 
own indiſcretion. 
This hopeleſs paſfion had all 
along preyed upon her mind, and 
contributed as much to her melan- 
choly, and the impairing of her 
conſtitution, as any thing beſide. 


A DIs$S= 
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A DISCOVERY, 


A few weeks after Martha had 


made a convert of her to metho- 
diſm, ſhe was ſo much weakened 


in her conſtitution, that ſhe was en- 


tirely confined to her bed; which 


deprived her of the company of 
Nelſon ; a circumſtance that gave 
her great uneaſineſs. Martha 


obſerved this, and immediately 


ſuſpected that love was the cauſe 
of her illneſs, and that only a 
return of that paſſion from him 


could ſave her. She next day 


took an opportunity of hinting the 
affair to Nelſon himſelf, not in the | 


| leaſt doubting but that he would 


receive the news with tranſport. 
D-4 She, 
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She, however, was deceived; for, - 


in place of hearing it with joy, it 
gave him great uneaſineſs. His 
eyes were now opened to a thou- 
fand little circumſtances that con- 
firmed it, and he wondered he had 


not obſerved them before. His 


heart was entirely in the poſſeſſion 
of Rachel Seymour, which was a 
ſufficient reaſon for his diſcourag- 
ing all hopes of any other. But 
had this not been the caſe, yet he 
could never have admitted himſelf 
to think of Miſs Walton in the 
ſame manner; becauſe her indiſ- 
cretions, although they excited 
his pity and compaſſion, were ef- 
fektual bars, in his mind, againſt 
her. 

— 3 Very 


his indulging a tender paſſion ſor 
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Very much ane with this diſ- 
covery, be did not know well 
how to conduQt himſelf. At laſt, 
he thought the beſt way of curing 
her of her attachment to him, 
would be to abſent himſelf from 
ber company: he, therefore, did 
not call upon her as he had done 
before, but ſent frequently to 
inquire after her, with the excuſe 
that buſineſs hindered him from 
calling in perſon. 


He had not occaſion to purſue 
this condutt long; for Miſs Wal- 
ton was taken ſo bad in a few days, 
- that the phyſician had no hopes of 

her lingering out two days. She 
thought as much herſelf; and 
wiſhing to have one more inter- 
view with Nelſon, ſhe ſent him 
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word, that ſhe wiſhed to fee him 


inſtantly upon important buſinefs. 


Nelſon waited upon her; but at 
the ſame time he was apprehenſive 
that the important buſineſs was 
nothing more than her deſign of 
informing him of what he already 
knew; and in that caſe it would 


put him to the neceſſity of diſco- 


vering his prior attachment to 
Rachel Seymour, or of deceiving 
her with hopes which he meant 
not to fulfil. He could not re- 
ſolve upon either: fer he feared 


dhe firſt might be of fatal conſe- 
' quences; and for the laſt, be had 


always a ſtrong averſion to al 

manner of deceit. | 
The fight of the miſerable bie | 

told him there was  occation for his 
| | adopting 
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adopting either of theſe ſchemes; 
for a fortnight had fo miſerably - 
changed her, that he would not 
have known her for the ſame per- 
ſon. He was ſo ſhocked, that he 
could not reſtrain his tears; and 
if Rachel had not flood in the 
way, he would have almoſt ſub- 
mitted to the hard condition, of 
offering her his hand, if it could 
have ſaved her life. 

She ſaw his emotions, and 
thanked him in a weak voice for 
all his former ſervices and preſent _ 
ſympathy ; prayed Heaven to re- 


.-- ward him with happineſs in this 


' life, and-felicity in the next. 
She then ordered Martha to 
bring her a packet of ſealed papers. 
This ſhe delivered into Nelſon's 

D 6 bands, 
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hands, with orders to open it the 
day after her deceaſe. Nelſon 
took it, ſobbing like a child, and 
totally unable to ſpeak. She was 
affected with his concern for her, 
and at thatinſtant was beginningto 
think Heaven cruel in making her 
lot ſo hard; but preſently recolle&- 
ing herſelf, ſhe recovered the 
utmoſt compoſure. 

After remaining with her for 
more than an hour, Nelſon was 
taking his leave, that he might leave 
her to repoſe: but ſhe recalled him 
as he was going out of the room, 
telling him ſhe had forgot one 
thing. Then taking a rich necklace 
from under her pillow, ſhe put it 
into his hand, telling him to pre- 
ſent it as a legacy to the perſon | 

781 whom 


- 
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whom Heaven ſhould ordain for. 
his wife. Then ſighing deeply, 
ſhe added, May ſhe be like thee 
* in every thing that is amiable! 
« May ſhe be lovely! but above 
« all virtuous! for that is the firſt 
« ornament of the ſex: without 
« that, all other perfections are of 
« but little value.. 
Nelſon was opening his mouth 
on purpoſe to decline the preſent ;; - 
but ſhe inſiſted upon his keeping 
it, and than waved her hand for 
him to be gone; for her heart was 
fo much affected, that ſhe was unable 
to bid him adieu. Her eyes eagerly 
followed him to the door; and as 
ſoon as he diſappeared, ſhe utter- 
ed a groan, cauſed by her deſpair 
of never ſeeing him more. She 
was 


| 


r K AWN 
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was right in her conjeQures ; for 


though he came back to inquire _ 


for her again in a few hours, ſhe 
was before eaſed of all her pains 


and ſorrows. 
Nelſon next day opened the 


packet which fhe had entruſted to 


him: he found it to be her will, in 
which he himſelf was declared to 


be ſole heir of all her effes, after 


paying a legacy of two hundred 


pounds to Martha. This teſti- 


mony of her eſteem affected him 
in the moſt lively manner; and as 
he could not ſhew his gratitude in 
any other way, he had her inter- 
red in the moſt genteel manner; 
himſelf attending as chief mourner. 
When he had paid'all the mourn- 


ful duties which be owed the un- 


fortunate | 
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fortunate Miſs Walton, he began 
to think again of the living; and, 

notwithſtanding his grief for the 
ap yet he now felt a moſt en- 
livening joy at the thoughts of be- 
ing ſoon in poſſeſſion of bis belov=- 
ed Rachel. 

He wrote the Quaker an ac= 
count of Miſs Walton's death, and 
the legacy ſhe had left him, which 
amounted to ſomething more 
than goool. concluding with a 
requeſt to be recalted, that he 
might lay it all in the lap of his 
Rachel. 7 

Before this leiter reached Briſ- 
tol, the Quaker and his daughter 
were on their way to London. 
That young lady was always happy 

VP ghen ſhe heard of the welfare of her 
NT 
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Nelſon; but, when ſhe read his 
firſt letter, that gave an account 
of Miſs Walton's ſtory, ſhe began 
to feel anxious fears for the con- 
Nancy of her lover. She endea- 
voured to hide theſe from the eyes 
of her parents: but in ſpite 'of 
| her endeavours they perceived a 
change; for her cheerfulneſs left 
her, and her health gave ſymp- 
toms of being impaired. Anxious 
for the ſafety of his daughter, 
whom he loved with the moſt pa- 
ternal affedtion, the Quaker judg- 
ed it neceſſary to take a jour- 
ney to London, prudently ſuppoſ- 
ing that her affection for Nelſon 
might be the cauſe. of her altera- 
tion, and that the fight of him 
would reſtore her to her wonted 
cheerfulneſs, 
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cheerfulneſs. The pleafure which 
ſhe diſcovered upon hearing his 
reſolution, convinced him that he 
had not been wrong in his ſuppo- 
ſitions. 


THE MEETING». 


They ſet out for London on the 
ſame day that Nelſon wrote them 
an account of the death of Miſs 
Walton. Had they deferred it two 
days longer, it would have faved 
them the journey, and Rachel and 
Nelſon a world of miſery, of which 
it was produftive. - 

Nelſon received a letter on the 
fame day that he wrote the above, 
from Mrs. Spruce, complaining of 
5 his 
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* 


his want of politeneſs, in not hav— 
ing called upon them according to 
promiſe, and mentioned a cireum- 
ſtance which be ſtill thought upon 
with regret, in terms of freedom 

and levity, that convinced him ſhe 
| had loſt a great deal of her for- 
mer delicate ſcruples. 

This unwelcome letter he ſome- 
how or other dropped, and young 
Seymour unfortunately picked it 
up. The contents of it gratified 
chat gentieman; for he plainly per- 
ceived that Nelſon was no Joſeph 
more than himſelf. 

Nelſon was very uneaſy when 
he miſſed this letter; but was 
much more ſo when Seymour 
fhewed it to him: for he ſaw by 
- his ſatirical grins, that he fully 
| | comprehended 
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comprehended Mrs. Spruce's hints. 
Nelſon attempted to fabricate 2 
ſtory to deceive him; but he did 
it ſo awkwardly, that the other was 
more convinced of the truth of 
his conjeftures, and rallied him 
for being an hypocrite, with an ap- 
pearance of aſperity. 
Guilt makes mankind cowards, 
but doubly adds to their apprehen« 
ons, when, by its means, they 
are in danger of loſing that which 
is deareſt to them. Nelſon was ful. 
ly ſenſihle of this, by his dread 
that the tory of Mrs. Spruce would 
ſome way. or other reach the ear 
of his miſtreſs; the conſequence - 
of which would be an utter diſ- 
miſhon from her favour. His fears 
were the very means of his detec. 


tion 


— 
” 


. 
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tion; for they made him inſiſt upon 
Seymour's ſecrecy, who would 


not promiſe him that, till Neon 
had informed him of the particu- 
lars of that imprudent tranſaQtion. 

He rallied Nelſon upon the ri- 
diculous terrors he had of his cou- 
ſin's diſpleaſure ; and endeavoured 


. to make him believe, that, in place 


of doing him a diſcredit in her 
opinion, it would be the means of 
recommending him more to her 
favour. Theſe arguments are too 


often true, with refpeQ to failings - 


of that nature, among the thought- 
leſs and diſſipated part of man- 


kind; but Nelſon knew Rachel 


too well, to be ignorant of her 
deteſtation of fuch glaring offences 
againſt virtue, as to make him 


4 | careleſs 
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careleſs about hiding it from her 
knowledge. 


The unexpected arrival of her 
and her father, made the blood 
ruſh into his face, and for a 
minute hindered him from ſalut- 
ing her with the tranſports of a 
faithful lover, bleſſed with the 
unlooked-for fight of his beloved 
miſtreſs. A few ſeconds, however, 
recovered him from his ſurprize; 
and then he welcomed her with 
the ardour of an enraptured ſwain, 
and was received by her with the 
moſt pleaſing ſmiles of affability, 

The Quaker, who ſaw with the 
moſt parental pleaſure, happineſs 
again reſtored to the breaſt of 
his daughter, refolved to op- 
poſe their union no longer than 

| till 
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till they returned into the country. 
Nelſon was not long in ſoliciting 
* Him upon this ſuBje&; for he wiſh- 
ed to get rid of the apprehenſions 
his mind was ftill in with reſpe& 
to the affair of Mrs. Spruce. He 
alſo took an opportunity of preſ- - 
fing her upon the ſubject; who 
gave him as favourable an anſwer 
as he could look for, by referring 
the ntatter entirely to her father's 
direction. 2 
There never was a happier pair 
of lovers than Nelſon and Rachel, 
when her father gave him aſſur- 
ances of his hearty permiſſion to 
marry as ſoon as they returned to 
Briſtol. - Nelſon made prepara-- 
tions for that event by ſelling out 
of the ſtocks, and lodged the 


money 
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money in the hands of a banker, 
till he ſhould have occaſion to 
draw for it when he was entered. 
into [partnerſhip with his intended 
father-in-law. Theſe flattering 
proſpeAs were of ſhort duration: 
Envy and Malice ſoon darkened 
them by the poiſon of their infec 


tious breaths, * 
N 


A RIVAL-. 


Young Seymour, whoſe: breaſt 
had not been warmed with a pure 
flame till he ſaw his couſin, was 
deeply ſmitten with her charms at 
firſt fight ; and this paſſion was in- 
creaſed by the irreſiſtible charms 
of her converſation, and the amia- 


ble 
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ble ſimplicity of her heart and man- 
ners. He diſcovered her to be 
poſſeſſed of every perfection which 
a luxuriant and delicate imagina- 
tion could wiſh to find lovely, 
ſenſible, and virtuous. | 

| His converſation hitherto had 
not been much with. females of 
"this laſt - character; but profligate 
as he was, his thoughts now did 
honour to virtue, by degrading 
. thoſe of a contrary charatter to 
an infinitely inferior degree of his 
admiration. The moſt profligate 
character is obliged to pay this tri- 
bute at the ſhrine of Virtue, when 
Vice 1s balanced with her in his 
imagination. Reaſon and reflec- 
tion make us look upon the latter 
Vith 
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with deteſtation, but on the for- 
mer with the warmth of adoration. 

The tender ties that ſubſiſted 


between Nelſon and Rachel, were 


very unfavourable ſymptoms a- 
gainſt him; and he ſaw no hopes 
of being ſucceſsful in his addreſſes, 
unleſs he could break theſe ties by 
making a diſcovery of Nelſon's in- 
diſcretion. Honour did not op- 
poſe him in this treacherous deſign; 
ſor he never hearkened to her ſug- 
geſtions, when his own intereſt was 
materially concerned. His hap- 
pineſs, as well as his intereſt, was 
concerned in effecting a breach 
between the lovers; be, therefore, 
did not heſitate a moment in tak. 
ing the ſelfiſh and treacherous re- 
folution of ruining Nelſon in the 
Vor. II. E eſteem 
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eſteem of his coufin, in order to 
advance his own intereſt. 
This deſign he put in execution 

without delay; but did not go 
openly to work about it : for, at 
firſt, he only threw out ſome 
hints againſt Nelſon, in a good- 
humoured way, and at a time 
when .he was abſent; occaſionally 
lamenting, that it was a great 
« loſs to him, to be poſſeſſed of fo 
much good-nature, for it made 
him unable te reſiſt the tempta- 
-*tjons of diſſolute companions.” 

When he found that thoſe hints 
alarmed Rachel for the conſtancy 


of her lover, and made her dread 
him to be an hypocritical rake—a 
character which ſhe detefted above 


-all . others—he would ſeem to 
er 4.334 © . vindicate 
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vindicate his charaQer, by laying 
his faults to the account of his 
youth and inexperience ; and ex- 
patiate upon the goodneſs of his 
heart—artfully illuſtrating that 
with the ſtory of his attention to 
Miſs Walton; and adding an 
anecdote that did more than any 
thing beſide to cool Rachel's at- 
tachment : this was, by maliciouſly 
inſinuating that Nelſon had agreed 
to marry her, if death had not pre- 
vented his deſign. 


— 


A LOVER IN DISGRACE, 


Theſe malicious inſinuations 


alarmed her to a very high degree; 
and for the firſt time ſhe felt a 


E 2 Jealous - 
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Jealous reſentment kindle in her 
breaſt againſt her injured lover. 
Her father was no leſs alarmed 
than ſhe was; for he well knew 
that his daughter's happineſs or 
miſery depended upon the falſity 


or truth of theſe reports. He ex- 


amined his nephew in private, who 
added to his uneaſineſs by the 
artful conduct that he purſued. 
Profeſſing the greateſt friendfhip 
for Nelſon, he begged his uncle 


would decline catechiſing him 


upon the ſubjeQ. 

The Quaker was nonpluſſed 
what to do: be did not like to be 
taxed with having formed unjuſt 
ſuſpicions; and he could not think 
of allowing bis daughter to marry 
him, till be was ſatisfied that theſe 

Mt 1 reports 
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reports were groundleſs. This 
uncertainty kept him from diſco- 
vering any coolneſs towards him ; 
ſo that Seymour began to fear that 
his ſchemes would be fruitleſs. 
This forced him to produce a direct 
proof againſt Nelſon ; and this 
proof was the identical letter 
which Mrs. Spruce had written to 
him. | 
The ſucceſs of his contrivance 
was complete; for the Quaker 
declared he would ſooner carry 
his daughter to the grave, than 


marry her to a diſguiſed rake; as 


he ſuppoſed Nelſon muſt be, from 
his criminal connection with a 
married woman, the very day he 
left Briſtol; and while his oaths 
and promiſes to his daughter were 

E 3 „ 
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ftill freſh in his memory. He im- 
mediately went to his daughter's 
apartment; and after convincing 
her of Nelfon's guilt, by ſhewing 
her the fatal letter, he command- 
ed her, on pain of his diſpleaſure, 
to give up att connexion with him. 
Rachel promiſed dutiful obedi- 
ence ; but the authoritative tone 
of her father, joined to the cruel 
effect which the reading of the 
letter had upon her, fo much dif- 
compoſed her ſpirits, that fhe 
fainted away, and before night 

was put to bed in a high delirium. 
Nelſon, who had been unhappy 
for two days before, by diſcover- 
ing a coolneſs in her behaviour 
towards him, was now partly in- 
formed of the cauſe from his own 


ſuſpicions. 
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ſuſpicions. Unable to bear the 


torments of his apprehenſions any 
longer, he haſtened to her father, 
on purpoſe to acquaint him with 
the extent of his guilt, and to rely 
upon his and his daughter's for- 
giveneſs by his future behaviour. 
He found the Quaker fitting 


alone, and juſt returned from the 


room of his daughter, who was yet 
in a delirium, Nelſon approached 

with the face of a condemned 
criminal, - and was. received with 
a look of ſerious anger. The 
Quaker heard him, without inter- 
ruption, give the detail of the cir- 


cumſtances that led to his crime, 
which he did without concealment 


or palliation. 5 
E 4 « And 


— 
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« And does thy conſcience 
charge thee with no more?“ ſaid 
the Quaker, with a penetrating 
look. | | 

Nelſon anſwered folemnly, * it 
did not. But, alas!” continued he, 
«1 fear that this of itſelf is too 
„much: for if it loſes me your 
« friendſhip, and makes Rachel 
* look upon me with averhon, it 
„vill make me miſerable beyond 
« deſcription.” 


« 1 am ſorry for thee, young 


man, returned the other; * but 
I cannot promiſe thee that friend- 
« ſhip which 1 formerly had for 


« thee, —And as for my daughter 


Rachel, do not flatter thyſelf 


« with hopes of her hand ; for ſhe 


« ſhalt 


. 


THE MAN OF FAILING, 83 


* ſhall never be thine.— Thy 
« wickedneſs, alas! has endangered 
© her life, and may be the means 
« of making me hate thee for ever. 
« Farewell ! May the Almightygive 
« thee true contrition for thy ſins, 
« and a holy amendment of thy 
©« future life and walk!” ? 

Here the Quaker went out of 
the room; while a tear of pity for 
Nelfon, and the danger of his 
beloved daughter, ſtole filently 
down his aged cheek. {- 

Nelſon was almoſt frantic. with 
deſpair when he heard the Quaker' 8 
ſolemn avowal, that Rachel 
«ſhould never be his. He dared 
not to inſiſt upon recalling chat 
ſentence; for he knew the Quaker 
too well, to hope that he could be 

— 4 ſwayed 
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ſwayed from his reſolutions, when 
once. chey were finally take; and 
the ſolemnity with” which it was 
delivered put that beyond a doubt. 
He went up to his own apartment, 
and there gave looſe to his deſpair, 
in thoughts and reſlections that 
vere excruciating beyond concep- 
tion. He had no one to blame 
but himſelf; his anger was, there- 
fore,” wholly directed againſt his 
own- folly,—Even he who had ſo 
treacherouſly forfeited his promiſe 
to him, did not incur the ſeverity 
of his cenſures ; for he conſidered 
that it was a duty which Seymour 
owed, to one ſo amiable, and ſo 
nearly related to him. Aten zen 


made Nelſon ſhy of appearing 
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Tone 8 + 
TRE JOURNEY. 


When he ventured into the 
company of the Seymours, he ſaw 
bimſelf viewed in ſo different a 
light from what he had been a few 
days ago, that he found it painful 


do fit among them. The uncle of 


Rachel was the only one that took 


notice of him. The Quaker never 


ſpoke with, nor directed his eyes 
towards him; and young Seymour 
had not the aſſurance to hold a 
converſation with one whom he 
had ſo treacherouſly injured. This 


among them, and even wiſh for 
an excuſe to. remove from a place 
E 6 where 


— 
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| where he was looked upon witz 
fuch mortifying coldneſs. 
Rachel's uncle was ſenfible of 
the diſagreeable fituation he was 
in; and propofed to him to take a 
tour to the North of England, 
where his bufineſs required the 
attendance of ſome one at that 
time. His fon was at firſt deſigned 
for this excurſion ; but finding he 
had a teluttanee to go, he ſolicit- 
ed Nelſon to do it, hoping it would 
be a relief tata his awkward 
fituation. 
_ . Nelſon threw Fad cb TIER - 
tions againſt the journey; but the 
diſtance of the place was the moſt 
material one; for he was afraid of 


loſing * Rvourablc opportunity 
oa 
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that might occur, to reinflate him- 
ſelf again in the good opinion of 
the Quaker and his daughter; who, 
alſo, might return to Briſtol during 

his abſence. Rachel's indiſpoktion 
would have been a more powerful 
objeQtion than any one; but, haps 
pily, by this time ſhe was declared 
to be in a fair way of recovery. 
Mr. Seymour, however, overa 
came his objeRions,' by promiſing 
to give him immediate intelligence 
of any thing that might happen; 
: that was favourable or prejudicial 
; to his paſſion. With theſe aſſur- 
ances Nelſon conſented αν g; 
and accordingly ſet off next morn- 
ing, after having-mede-a-fruitleſs 
attempt to bring her father to give 


| 
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bim ſome hopes;of a relaxation of 
his ſevere reſolution againſt him. 
He alſo left a letter for Rachel, 
recapitulating the circumſtances 
of his guilt; as he had before in- 
formed her father, with aſſurances 
of his future conſtancy, and the 
moſt ardent folicitations for pardon 
and reinſtatement in her eſteem; 
ending. with ſolemn aſſeverations, 
if, that, notwithſtanding che indiſ- 
s.exetions he had been guilty of, 
his heart had ever felt for ber, 
and for no one elſe, the moſt 
* ardent: a and rapturous 
Det 115 Solt 7 2 
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A DECEITFUL FRIEND. 5 


| This letter never reached. the 
hands of Rachel; for he had yet 
fo 'much confidence left in the 
honour of her couſin, that he in- 
truſted it to his care to deliver to 
her ; little dreaming that that 
gentleman was his worſt enemy 
and ſecret rival. Young Seymour 
took the liberty to peruſe this letter 
Himſelf; and ' apprehending that 
it might be favourable for Nelſon, 
and injurious for himſelf, very 
prudently offered it to her in ſuch 
à manner (telling her from whence 
| It came) as to be certain of her re» 
fuſing it; which furniſhed him 
with a very proper excuſe, upon 
aries returning 
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returning it to Nelſon at his re- 

_— | 
As ſoon as Nelſon fet out on 
his journey, his treacherous rival 
began to be indefatigable in his 
endeayours to gain the eſteem of 
Rachel: all his arts, however 
could not bring her to conſider 
him in ſuch a favourable light as 
Nelſon. He vas more ſucceſsful 
in inſinuating himſelf into her 
father's good graces; for that 
gentleman lent a favourable ear to 
his propoſals ; and thought chat, by 
warrying his daughter to him, he 
the danger of falling into the hands 
of Nelſon, whoſe principles he 
looked upon in a moſt unfavourable 
hight, „ thoſe of his 
We 
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nephew. He therefore ſeconded 

his addreſſes very warmly; and, 

when Rachel gave her couſin a flat 

denial, remonſtrated with her ſo 
ſharply, as to make her burſt into 

tears. The ſight of theſe immedi- 

ately ſoftened him, and made him 
folicit her with his accuſtomed 
tenderneſs, to hearken to the pro- 
poſals of her couſin. 

She could not withſtand him 
when he adopted theſe parental 
and tender perſuaſions, but ſubs 
mitted entirely to his diſpoſal z ; 
although ſhe ſaw miſery ftaring 
her in the face, if married to her 
coufin, whom ſhe eſteemed in no 
other manner than as a relation; 
nay, her heart was inwardly preju - 
diced againſt him, for having 

| been 
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been the means of depriving her 
of happineſs, by his diſcoveries-of 
Nelſon's - faults..-She ſuffered 
many a burſt of grief, and heaved 
many heart-rending_ ſighs, before 
the. was brought to give up that 
highly offending, but ſtill loved 
youth. She wiſhed to ſee, and 
hear him endeavour to. juſtify 
himſelf; for her heart fondly 
hoped that he would be ſo far able 
to palliate his offences, as to allow 
her to receive him again into con- 
fidence. Had ſhe. been allowed 
that opportunity, he. would have 
cleared himſelf from every crime 
that was laid againſt him. Except - 
ing that which related to Mrs. S. 
his love, I may ſay adoration, of 
her would have pleaded his pardon 
| | for 
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for that one; for never man loved 
more ardently than he did, or 
woman was ever more oth to part 
with a lover than ſhe was with him. 

Her new lover purſued his 
advantages ſo rapidly, that the day 
of their union was named to be 
in two weeks. No bride ever 
wiſhed leſs for her nuptial day 
than Rachel, or dreaded it with 
more terror ; it was to her, like 
the approach of the fatal day to a 
condemned and deſpairing crimi- 
nal, who is ready to expire wich 
terror before it is near. 

Her uncle was faichful to the 
promiſe which he made to Nelſon, 
when he prevailed upon him to go 
upon his buſineſs,” As ſoon. as. 
| 8 dis 
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his ſon's intentions were known, 
and her father's approbation of 
them was obtained, he wrote an ac- 
count thereof to N elſon, although 
it was contrary to his ſon's intereſt. 
And when the day of their union 
was appointed, he wrote a ſecond 
letter, in caſe the firſt ſhould have 
miſcarried; for he wiſhed to dif- 


_ charge himſelf of his promiſe with 


honour. 
Unfortunately, he had not the 
precaution to put thefe into the 


poſt- office himſelf—for which rea- 


ſon they never went; for his ſon's 
Curiofity made him examine every 


letter that was direfted to Nelſon, 


whether upon buſineſs or not; and 


finding theſe would not be to his 


$a! adyantage, 
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; advantage, he found means to ſtop 
them from going to the place they 
were intended. | 


A FALTHEU L FRIEND, 


A week before the dreaded day 
arrived, of which Nelſon was ftill 
ignorant, Syntax arrived-in Lon- 
don along with Dr. F . 
- That honeſt fellow was ſoon in- 
formed of the misfortunes of his 
friend; and juſtly ſuſpetting that 
he was ignorant of her being to 
be ſo ſoon married to Seymour, | 
he procured a direQtion, and fat 
down to write him a letter : but 
before he had well begun it, his 
| — ſuggeſted that it might 
miſcarry, 
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miſcarry, or not reach him in time. 
Hereupon, tearing the letter, he 
took a reſolution worthy of his 
friendſhip : this was, to be bearer 
of the news himſelf. 
After obtaining a week's liberty 
from his maſter, he went and hired 
a poſt-chaiſe, in which he travelled 
night and day till he arrived at 
York. Nelſon was ſurpriſed at 
ſeeing him, but was almoſt drove 
to madneſs by the killing news he 
brought. He raged, ſtamped, and 
execrated the deceitful Seymours ; 
for he believed the father as trea- 
cherous as his ſon, becauſe he. had 
not received the intelligence which 
he had engaged to ſend in caſe of 
neceſlity. Rachel herſelf did not 
eſcape in the firſt tranſports of his 
* | rae 3 - 
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rage; for he dared to rank her 
among the common claſs of faith- 
leſs and inconſtant women and 
even debated in his own mind, 
whether ſhe was Wy of "IE 
more trouble. | 
He would have ſat down con- 
tented with this thought, if his re- 
ſentment had not ſpurred him on 
to London —on purpoſe: to up- 
braid her for ber ſudden accept 
ance of another lover, and to call 
him to account for his treacherous 
conduct; for he was now fully 
perſuaded, that intereſt had cauſed 
that gentleman to repreſent him in 
an unfavourable and criminal light, 
that he himſelf might ſtand the bet- 
ter chance of ſucceeding. 


With 


100 THE MAN or FAILING. 


With theſe reſentments glow- 
ing in his breaſt, he left bis buſi- 
nels unfiniſhed, and came expreſs 
to London, accompanied by his 
friend Syntax, who was almoſt 


worn out with fatigue and want of 


reſt. 


The expedition with which they 


travelled, added to want of food, 


and the burry and confuſion of his. 


ſpirits, had nearly unſettled Nel. 
ſon's reaſon before he arrived. 
When they got to London, he or- 
dered the driver to carry him to 
Mr. Seymour's; into whoſe houſe 
he ruſhed, with a flutter on his ſpi- 
rits that almoſt deprived him of 
| breath ; but which was greatly 
augmented by ſeeing a number of 


ſervants 
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ſervants buſily employed in making 
preparations for the following day. 
He abruptly entered the parlour ; 
| where he beheld the bride and 
bridegroom fitting cloſe together, 
ſurrounded with their friends. 
This fight agitated him ſo much 
with various paſſions, that it totally 
overpowered his fatigued and tu- 
multuous ſpirits; and he fell lifeleſs 
on the floor, before he could utter 
a word. | 
Every one was filled with aſto- 
niſhment at his unexpected appear- 
ance, and the ſuddennels of his fall. 
Rachel lay lifeleſs in the arms of 
the bridegroom, and the whole 
room vas filled with confuſion and 
terror. Every one vented expreſ- 
ſions of cenſure, ſome of indigna- 
— -F - Þ1 
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tion, againſt the lifeleſs Nelſon. 


Theſe cenſures provoked his faith- - 


ful attendant Syntax ſo much, that 


he took him, lifeleſs as he was, in 


his arms; and, caſting a frowning 
look upon all preſent, carried him 
in that condition to the chaiſe 
from whence they had alighted, 
and ordered the driver to go to an 
adjoining tavern. 

When Nelſon came to "himſelf, 
he had but a very imperfe@ recol- 
lection of the circumſtance that 
bad happened: and aſked Syntax, 
how they came to che place they 
were now in? ; 


Syntax's reſentment il burned 
within him, at the ſuppoſed ſcorn 


and ill- nature of the Quakers; and 


f | 3 
cauſed him to exaggerate in his ac- 
count, 


CO 
the 
his 


ſpe 


THE Max or FAILING. tog 


count, by making Nelſon believe, 
that not only Mr. Seymour and 
his brother, but even his Rachel 
alſo, had uſed bitter and ſcornful 
ſpeeches againſt him. 


£ 


THE LAST EXTREME. 


This ingrateful idea tore his 
heart with the moſt piercing an- 
guiſh.—To be ſpurned at by her, 
who was dearer to him than life, 
happinels, and every thing beſides, 
was a thought that made even death 
deſirable. From that minute he 
took the fatal reſolution to put an 
end to his exiſtence, This reſolu- 
tion he determined to put in exe- 
'F2 cution 


% 
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cution before ſhe was the wife of 


his rival; and, by making her his 
heir, leave her a proof that would 
in the ſtrongeſt degree convince 
her of the ardency and conſtancy 
of his paſſion; and therefore fill 
her breaſt with remorſe, if ſhe 
had the leaſt ſpark of her former 
attachment to him remaining. 

A ss ſoon, therefore, as he per- 
ceived that the watchful faculties 
of Syntax were overpowered with 
fatigue and ſleep, he ſat down and 
* wrote his will; in which he made 
over all his fortune to Rachel, ex- 
_ cepting two hundred pounds, which 
he deviſed to Syntax, as a memo- 
rial of his friendſhip. 

When he had finiſhed this, he 
wrote her a few lines, as his laſt 


adieu, 


eu, 
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adieu, in a ſtile that was expreſ- 
five of the fituation of his mind, 
which was ſtrongly agitated with 
love and reſentment. | 


« Moſt cruel of Women, 


« NO longer plead for for- 


I giveneſs of a crime, which the 
* bitterneſs of my repentance 


% might have waſhed from your 
memory long ago. My preſent, 
« and the laſt you will receive, is 


« to charge you with cruelty to 


* him who would ſacrifice his life 
* a thouſand times for your wel- 
« fare. 

« Your ſudden conſent to re- 
te ceive the addreſſes of a treacher- 
« ous rival, tells me I never was 

F 3 « poſſeſſed 
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«poſſeſſed of your eſteem. —If 
« you had rejeQted all offers of 
« that nature for one year, after 
« diſcarding me, I ſhould not have 
% complained, but rather have 
« applauded. the juſtice of your 
« ſeverity, and the delicacy of 
* your condutt.—Bui your accept- 
«ance of one, whoſe crimes of the 
« ſame nature outſtripped mine ten- 
« fold, convinces me that T am 
very low in your eſteem indeed! 
« a fituation that one who loves as. 
« I do, could never hve under. 
The moſt ardent love might 
« admit of reſentment in ſuch a 
„ caſe. —Accept of the incloſed, 
as a proof that Nelſon loved thee 
«* to the laſt ; but forget there was 
| % ever 
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* ever ſuch a wretch.—Death only 
can tear your image from his 
heart.“ 


He incloſed this, and the memo- 
randum for the diſppſal of his ef- 
fects, in a piece of paper, which 
he direQed to Rachel, and flipped 
them into Syntax's pocket, gl 
was ſtill aſleep. 

The fatigue, and want of reſt for 
two days before, had raiſed a kind 
of fever upon him; which was 
greatly augmented by the agitation 
of his mind. He was apprehen= 
five of it ſettling upon his brain; in 
which caſe, it might deprive him 
of the power of putting his fatal 
reſolutions in practice. He, at 
rſt, intended to have delayed the 

F4- execution 
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exceution of it, till he faw Rachel 


accompanying his rival to the 


altar; but the fear of approaching 
inſanity, urged him to do it im- 
mediately. He therefore load- 
ed his piſtols, put them in his 
pocket, and was ſilently approach- 
ing the door; but the fidelity of 
Syntax ſhot acroſs his diſtracted 
mind, and made him turn round to 
give a laſt look, —The tears fell 


from his eyes, upon recolleQing 


his fidelity ; and he uttered a fer- 
vent ejaculation for his happineſs, 


and the felicity of his much-beloved 


Rachel Seymour. His mind at 


that inſtant told him that he was 
going to take the moſt effectual 
method to deſtroy her felicity ; and 
at the ſame time, the awful thoughts 


of 


\ 
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of an avenging God, made him 
tremble with a dread of future pu- 
niſhment for his daring deſign; and 
he involuntarily fell upon his knees 
to aſk forgiveneſs. —But the cruelty 
of Rachel again preſenting. itſelf to 
his agitated mind, ſtrongly urged 
him to the raſh deed. He was 
going away a ſecond time; but the 
Almighty ſtopped him again at the 


threſhold of the door, by whiſper- | 


ing, as it were, in his ear, © Raſh 
*« man! forbear thy daring purpoſe; 
« or meet the vengeance of thy of. 


* fended Maker.” He ſtarted back 


with horror, as if the voice of Hea- 


ven had actually whiſpered theſe 
words in his ears. Still was he 
bent upon his deſign; but the 
awful voice of conſcience would 
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not Sha filence; ſo that the "Rh 

gles between that and offended 
love drove him to deſperation. 
Twenty times did he ruſh towards 
the door; and as often did this 
awful monitor arreſt him at the 
threſhold ; till Reaſon at laſt being 
entirely driven from her feat, he 
loſt all idea of every thing around 
him, and, going out of the tayern, 
wandered in the ſtreets, till a perſon, 
diſcovering his infane fituation, 
very humanely carried him to St. 

Luke's Hoſpital, till his friends 
ſhould be adviſed of his unhappy 


condition. 


When Syntax awoke, and found 
that Nelſon had left him, he 
imagined that he had gone away to 
the Quaker's. He waited for his 
- : return 


— 
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return till one o'clock in the 
morning ; and then began to be 
very uneaſy, for he did not think 
he would remain ſo late at the 
Quaker's. He, however, waited 
till three o'clock ; when no Nelſon 
making his appearance, he went 
to bed, and ſlept ſoundly till 
ſeven oclock. | 
As ſoon as he got himſelf 
dreſſed, he went to the Quaker's, 
expecting to ſee or hear of him; 
but was told he had not been there 
ſince he had carried him away the 
evening before. Till that moment 
Syntax had no dread of his form- 
ing any fatal deſign; but then 
recollecting Nelſon's raſhneſs on 
a former occaſion, it inſtantly 
truck his mind, that he had 
FG drowned 
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drowned or ſhot himſelf. He ran 
back to the tavern, to fee if he had 
taken his piſtols : they were not to 
be ſeen; but, to confirm his fears, 
he beheld ſome gun-powder, &c. 
lying upon the table; which Nel- 
fon had ſcattered when he loaded 
them. | : 
Syntax was now almoſt aſſured _ 
that his young friend was no-more, 
and fell a-tearing of his hair with 
ſigns of the. greateſt deſpair and 
grief. | 
While he was deploring the 
miſerable fate of his unhappy friend, 
the maſter of the tavern, who had 
been made acquainted with the 
cauſe of his ſorrow, accidentally 
caſting his eyes over a morning 
paper, ſaw the name of Nelſon in 


an“ 
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an advertiſement dated from St. 
Luke's Hoſpital, He concluded 
this to be the perſon that Syntax' 
was making ſo many bitter lamen- 
tations for, and therefore carried 

him the news-paper, and pointed 
to the advertiſement. 
Melancholy as the deſcription 
repreſented Nelſon's ſituation to 
be, yet Syntax was overjoyed 
upon reading it, becauſe it aſſured 
him that he was ſtill alive. He was 
going to poſt away inſtantly to the 
place directed to; but recollecting 
Nelſon's packet, which he had 
found in his pocket a few minutes 
before, he incloſed that and the 
advertiſement in a piece of paper, 
which he ſealed and direfted, and 
then 


114 THE MAK or FAILING; 


then carried them. to Rachel 
Seymour. 


* 


A MISERABLE BRIDE, 


That amiable girl was in a truly 
pitiable ſituation at that moment. 
Ever ſince the day that ſhe had 
been prevailed upon to receive the 
addreſſes of her couſin, ſhe had 
not experienced a moment's hap- 
pineſs. She bitterly repented of 
this ſtep, becauſe it had' put a bar 
in the way of her future happineſs, 
by depriving her of the hopes.of 
ever being conneQted with Nelſon ; 
the only one for whom her heart 
had ever felt a partiality, and with 
| whom. 
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whom ſhe now found it was im- 
poſſible for it to part. | 

Thus was ſhe circumſtanced; 
when he made his ſudden appear- 
ance before her the night before; 


which had fo great an effect, as to 


occaſion her to faint away. That 
ſhort glimpſe of him recalled all 
her tenderneſs, and filled her with 
the moſt diſmal deſpair at the 
proſpett of next morning; which 
was to ſeal: her vows to one whom 
ſhe could never love. 

She did not cloſe her eyes * 
whole night; for her imagination 
., continually preſented Nelſon be- 
| fore them, worn out with grief, 
and dying in deſpair ; and. ſhe ſaw 
. but the moſt diſmal proſpe& 
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for herſelf in that ſtate which was 


- to commence next day. 


The morning only ſerved to in- 
creaſe her miſery—although it was 
uſhered in by the glee and merri- 


ment of ſome youthful acquaint- 


ances, who were as happy as if it 
had been the day that was to give 
them to the youths of their hearts. 
Rachel was the only one that felt 
no pleaſing ſenſation: ſhe looked 
melancholy and dejefted; which 
they imputed to her flutterings up- 


on the occaſion, being unacquaint- 


ed with the anguiſh" that was * 
ing upon her heart. 

While they were all buſy in or- 
namenting her for the approaching 


ceremony, ſhe was comparing her- 
ſelf 
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felf to a lamb that is decking out to 
be made a facrifice of; and ſhe 
could not help wiſhing, that, like 
it, ſhe might never return from the 
altar with life. 

At that inftant Syntax abruptly 
entered the room. His eyes were 
dim with tears, and his woeful 
countenance was expreſſive of ſome 
melancholy diſaſter. He haſtily 
preſented her with the packet, and 
retired without uttering 'a word. 
She obſerved his appearance, and 
her heart was agitated wich the 
moſt alarming fears. She ſunk 
down upon a chair, almoſt deprived 


of life: ſhe had juſt as much left, 


as to enable her to break the ſeal. 
The advertiſement 'immediately 
ſtruck her eye: ſhe glanced over 
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it, gave a ſhriek, and fainted 
away. | 
Her father, who was a witneſs 
of this tranſaction, took up the 
packet which had dropped from 
her hand ; and, as ſoon as he ſaw 
her reſtored to life, retired to an- 
other room to examine its con- 
tents. | | 
A ſecret affection which he ſtill 
felt for the unfortunate youth, 
made him ſigh at reading the ac- 
count of his condition; but he 
could not reſtrain his tears when he 
read his affedting letter, and ſaw 
Rachel declared the heireſs of his 
fortune in the paper which he had 
incloſed. Theſe convinced him of 
| Nelſon's attachment to ber in the 
moſt forcible manner, and made 
12 him 
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him feel the utmoſt regret becauſe his 
failings had rendered it neceſſary 
for him to oppoſe their union. 
Had it not been for theſe, our 
youth would have been the firſt 
objett of his choice. 


There was one paſſage in Nel- 


fon's letter that alarmed him. 
This was, the inſinuation refpect- 


ing Seymour; and till that was 


cleared up to his ſatisfaction, he 


thought it abſolutely neceſſary to 


comply with his daughter's ſoli- 
citation to have her marriage de- 
layed. 
He did not acquaint her with 
his doubts reſpecting his nephew, 
however; for he ſtill wiſhed her 
to conſider him as the object of 
his eleQion: but he ſhewed Net- 
2 ſon's. 
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ſon's letter to his brother Who 
Was as anxious as himſelf to have 


theſe hints reſpecting his ſon clear- 


ed up; for he had never till then 
heard any thing of that nature laid 
to his charge. All theſe delays 
foreboded but little good to the 
diſappointed bridegroom; for, as 
guilt is always ſuſpicious, ſo he 
began to dread, that every little - 
circumſtance might lead to his de- 
tection, and expoſe him to the 
fcorn and contempt of his miſtreſs. 
and his friends. 

This obliged him to ſet his 
brain to work, to contfive means 
to make her father alter his mind 
a ſecond time, and haſten the mar- 
riage. By means of his mother, 
who blindly aſſented to whatever 

—_ be 
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he did, he found out the reaſons 
that had been the cauſe of the mar- 
riage being delayed; and as be 
well knew that Nelſow-could give 
ſufficient proofs againſt him, he 
reſolved to venture ſtill farther 
in his treacherous condutt towards 
that unfortunate youth, by making 
his uncle and father imagine, that 
Nelſon's inſanity was merely an 
artifice to work upon their com- 
paſſion—and the inſinuations a- 
gainſt himſelf, thrown out on 
purpoſe to make them delay her- 
marriage till he got an opportu- 
nity of carrying her off. 

A man that could condeſcend 
to think of ſuch perfidy, could not 
be long in contri ing meaſures to 
enſure himſelf ſucceſs. Her father 
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was very credulous: he was there- 
fore very apt to receive prejudices 
againſt any one, and as open to 


' conviQtion., His nephew, being 


perfeRly acquainted with his blind 
ſide, did not find much difficulty 
in raiſing his ſuſpicions againſt 
Nelſon, by throwing out the inſi- 
nuations as above. His chief dif- 
ficulties were, to prevent him from 
coming at the truth—which he 
could eaſily do by going to St. 
Luke's Hoſpital—and get him 
Again prevailed upon to appoint an 


early day for their marriage. 


A few guineas overcamethe firſt 


of theſe difficulties : for though a 


golden key can open every lock, 
yet it can ſhut them alſo. Seymour, 
by means of that, prevailed on the 

keepers 
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keepers to deny the fight of Nel- 
ſon to every one but himfelf and 
Syntax; telling them, his reaſon for 
it was to keep ſome of Nelſon's 

friends from wreſting an eſtate 
from him. Thus did this treacher- 
ous wretch endeavour to hurt the 
unhappy youth in the moſt mate- 
rial affair, under the maſk of pre- 
tended friendſhip. 

As Seymour expeRed, his uncle 
expreſſed a wiſh to viſit Nelſon, 
to reſolve his doubts and detect his 
pretended madneſs ; and requeſted 
him to accompany him upon this 
occaſion. Seymour, however, ex- 
cuſed himſelf from goin. with his 
uncle; becauſe Nelſon might take 
an opportunity of doing him an 
injury, whether he was mad or not, 
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out of ſpite for having laid open 
his conduct to him and his daughter. 
His uncle was ſatisfied with his 
reaſons, and therefore got his 


brother to accompany him to St. 


Luke's; where, as Seymour ex- 
peQted, they were denied acceſs, 
and every kind of information re- 
ſpecting Nelſon. This corrobo- 
rated the ſtory which Seymour had 


fabricated, and made the Quaker 
afraid that Nelſon might really 


take an opportunity to carry 
Rachel off ; he therefore returned 
to his brother's houſe, fully per- 


ſuaded of the truth of all that his 
nephew 4 ad told him, and deter- 
mined to carry her te the country 
immediately. | 


Rachel 


= as aw , vo Mm ww A wa .& 
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} Rachel was very well pleaſed 


when ſhe heard of her father's; in- 
tention, for ſhe had met with 
enough in London to make her 


hate it effectually; but Seymour 
felt. the utmoſt chagrin, becauſe, 


it convinced bim that his uncle 
had ſtill ſome prejudices remaining 
agaigh RO, He did not give up 


£ £15 


layed, Rachel wich a as ee . | 


as a man of his principlesis capable 
of; and he was ſtill afraid of her 


falling into the hands of his rival? 


he, therefore, made another at- 
tempt upon hen father, ho there- 
upon ſhewed him Nelſon's letter 

and frankly told him the ſuſpicions 
which it had occaſioned, and, join- 


ed to his daughter's intreatięs, had 


Vor. 1 I, G cauſed 
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cauſed him to alter his mind; aſ- 
ſuring him, if he could overcome 
theſe, he ſhould have his conſent 
to marry her when he pleaſed. 


In anſwer. to this, Seymour 


could only advance the general 
good character which he obtained 
among his friends, and which none 
but Nelſon had ever attempted to 
impeach; taxing his uncle with 
credulity, in giving ear to the aſ- 
fertions of a rival, whoſe intereſt 
it was to make him appear in as 

bad a light as poſſible. 
What Seymour ſaid appeared to 
have a great deal of influence up- 
on his uncle; he therefore purſued 
his ſubjeQ, by exciting his fears 
that Nelfon could as eaſily carry 
off = dey at Briſtol as 'in 
N London; ; 


Wit! 
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London; and at laſt wrought ſo 
powerfully upon the Quaker's cre. 
dulity and fears, that all his ſuſpi- 
cions againſt him vaniſhed, and 


he began to think, that the only 


way to ſecure her from falling into 


the hands of Nelſon, and prevent 


ker from ruin, would be, to marry 
her to his nephew without delay. 
For this purpoſe, Rachel was 
immediately ſummoned to attend 
him in a private conference —in 
which he informed her of Nelſon's 
treacherous deſigns— railing at the 
ſame time againſt that poor youth 
with the utmoſt aſperity; and end- 
ed his ſpeech, by deſiring her to 
appoint another day for her union 
wita her couſin. | 
| G 2 This 
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This was an unexpected demand 
upon the poor Rachel; for ſhe had 


totally given up all thoughts of 


being any more plagued upon the 
ſubjea, and had been comforting 


herſelf with the hopes of forgetting 


the falſe Nelſon alſo, who had ſtill 
a. much greater | ſhare of her 
thoughts than Seymour. — She 
made uſe of every argument that 
a ſtill greater averſion than ſhe 
had before for Seymour furniſhed 
her with, and that a dutiful child 
could uſe. But neither her argu- 
ments, nor even her tears, which 
on. any other occaſion would have 
been irreſiſtible, 'could ſway her 
credulous parent from his pur- 
pole ; and he, who had never de- 


3 | nied 
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nied her a requeſt, or made her 
duty a hardſhip by impoſing upon 
it rigorous taſks, only leſſened the 
ſeverity of his commands by al- 


lowing her the choice of the town 


or country to have the ceremony 
performed in. 


This ſevere injunQtion did not 
make Rachel ſwerve from what 


the thought her duty. Her nice 


ſenſe of that overcame every op- 


poſition, when ſhe found her fa- 
ther's command could not be con- 


quered by reaſon or argument ; 
and though Love 1s ſtrong, Death 
and Hatred are ſtronger than the 
Grave: yet this amiable girl diſ- 
covered, that her obedience and 


duty to her parent were ſuperior 


to all of them; for it made her ſa- 
G3 crifice 
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crifice every hope and averſion, 
and face a ſtate that preſented no- 
thing but hopeleſs miſery to her 
view. Twenty times did ſhe 
open her mouth to pronounce her 
acquiefcence to her father's plea- 
ſure but the words as often died 
away upon her tongue, before they 
could reach her lips. 
Fer father perceiyed her ſitua- 
tion, and that a ſtraw would turn 
'the balance entirely in his favour: 
he therefore made uſe of an argu- 
ment to effeR this, which would 
Have been ſucceſsful, had her ob- 
jeftions been ſhil unconquered. 
„My daughter Rachel, ſaid he, 
aſſuming a look of ſeverity which 
he did not fee}, „never denied 
« the wiſhes of her father before. 
| | 00 Thy 
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« Thy obedience almoſt' antici- 
« pated his deſires, and made him 
© happy to think that he aſked thee 
« to do nothing unreaſonable. 
« But now * 3 

O hold,” cried ſhe, burſting 
into tears, and do not charge me 


e with want of affeQtion, or remiſſ- 


« neſs in my duty. If my father 
* requires my compliance if it 
« is his earneſt wiſh—I am ready, 
« am willing to obey him.” 

She could ſay no more ; for her 
tears flowed with redoubled quick. ' 
neſs; the deſpair and agitation of 


her heart almoſt choked her with 
its throbbing, and deprived her of 


the power of ſpeech. | 
Thou art till the child of my 


"2 affeQtions, and the beſt of daugh- 


G 4 « ters,” 
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« ters,” ſaid: her father, claſping 
her fervently to his breaſt, and 
kiſſing her forehead ; © it is thy 
e happineſs which I conſult : there- 
fore think me not cruel or pre- 
« cipitate, if I appoint to-morrow 
* as the beginning of your happt- 
neſs, and the end of a parent's 
* anx10us fears.“ 

« Allow me to ſpeak,” ſaid ſhe, 

claſping his hand with great emo- 
tion; © I have but one favour to 
* aſk, and do nat deny me 
„Only delay it till my mother 
can be a vitneſs of my obedi- 
* ence. Her preſence will ſup- 
port me greatly. on the occaſion. 
e Without her, I fear, I fear I 
could not have courage or re- 
ſolution to go through it.. 

"This 
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This reaſonable requeſt was im- 
mediately granted; and for that 
purpoſe it was determined to ſet 
off for Briſtol next morning. 
This was Seymour's own motion 
for he had ſeveral reaſons for wiſh- 
ing it, which he did not inform. 
them of. | 

Every thing being thus ſettled 
upon to the wiſhes of the bride- 
groom, his ſpirits were raiſed to an 
uncommon pitch of vanity ; and 
that made him look ſo happy, and 
talk ſo agreeably, as would have 
charmed any woman excepting his 
bride; who only aſſumed an ap- 
pearance of it, while the bittereſt de- 
ſpair was gnawing upon her heart. 


. 


* — — — 
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THE HAPPY DISCOVERY. 


At that inftant the bridegroom's 


facher entered the room, and was 


met by his ſon, who exultingly in- 
formed him of the refolution they 
had taken, and Rachel's compli- 
ance to crown his happineſs by 
giving him her hand as ſoon as 
they arrived at Briſtol. 

Not ſo faſt, young man!“ ſaid 
his father, knitting his brows, and 
examining him with a penetrating 
loox Rachel ſhall not be thine, 
« till thou haſt juſtified thy con- 


« dutt to another, from a charge 


* that makes thee a diſgrace to all 
« who are connefted with thee.— 
* Knoweſt thou this hand-rit- 
* ing ?” holding out a letter. 

| The 


—— » 
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The other took the letter, trem- 
bling with apprehenſion : but no 
fooner had he opened it, than he 
turned pale as death, and was ready 
to ſink upon the floor through 
ſhame and vexation. Upon dif- 
covering it to be his own, and 
one that he had affured hinifelf 
he had deſtroyed with his own 
hands long ago, guilt and ſhame 
were ſo ſtrongly painted on his 
countenance, that his father need- 
ed not his own confeſſion to con- 

vince him of his crime. 

I dare not deny this letter to 
te be mine,” ſaid the guilty wretch ; 
« but will my father ruin my fu- 
* ture happimeſs for one miſcon- 

* dukt, in which I muſt acknow= 
« ledge I was highly to blame, but 
G 6 « for 
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* for which I have ſeverely re- 
25 pented ever ſince?“ 

Repentance, ſaid his aches, 
ſternly, “is no atonement for a 
* crime of this nature: but ſeek 
not to leſſen thy guilt by inſig- 
* nificant excuſes ; the evidence 
* of it is too glaring to be diſguiſed 
* by invented palliations. Thou 
« acknowledgeſt the letter to be 
« thine; and ſhe that received it 
n expetts thee: to fulfil thy pro- 
* miſe and I am ready to give 
« thee my conſent.” | 
Can my father wiſh my ruin, 


* by obliging me to marry one 
« whoſe character is infamous?“ 


Add not falſchood and ſcan- 
« dal to thy treachery,” ſaid the 
Es « for he; is more virtu- 

BETS « 0us 


' 


THE MAN OP FAILING. 17 


e ous than thee. Did ſhe not with- 
e ſtand thy infamous arts, oaths, 
« and promiſes? or ſubmit to thy 
« deſires, till thou hadſt given her 
* ſecurity for making her thy 
« ſpouſe? She was imprudent, 
* but ſhe is not infamous ; for her 
« heart has been conſtant to thee, 
« and made her refuſe the hand of 
« one that is thy n aun 
* thy ſuperior.” 2 
Seymour, not being able to de- 
ny the charge that was brought 
againſt him, endeavoured to pre- 
vail upon his father, by the moſt 
preſſing entreaties, not to inſiſt 
upon his fulfilling the promiſe in 
the letter, as it muſt make him for 
ever miſerable, becauſe there could 
be n but perpetual ſtrife bo- 
tween _ 
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i oO 


me to do fuch a thing!” 


tween them ; declaring at the ſame 
time, that his heart could never 
love any woman but his couſin. . 
« And thinkeſt thou, fooliſh | 

* boy!” anſwered the other, © that 
„* Rachel will take thee, after 
© knowing thy unworthineſs, and 
* treachery to another? or that 
«my brother Jonas would not 
ſooner wed her to one of the 
% ſcum of the earth; than to thee ? 
«.-What fayeſt thou, Rachel ? 
* Canſt thou give him thy love, 
after knowing that his is the 
right of another—one that is 
« worthy of his utmoſt care?” 
Heaven forbid that 1 ſhould 
ever be ſo infatuated!” ſaid the, 
or that my couſin ſhould require 


This. 
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This ſhe delivered with an em- 
phaſis, and accompanied with a 
look of reſentment, which at once 
demoliſhed every remaining hope 
of his ever poſſeſſing her. Her 
father alſo recalled the promiſe 
he had given him, and joined his 
brother ; who abſolutely inſiſted 
upon his ſon's fulfilling the en- 
gagement with the perſon to whom 
he had given'the promiſe, and who 
was the daughter of a creditable 
Quaker, and, excepting in this 
inſtance, had maintained the cha- 
radter of a dutiful- child, and an 
amiable- and virtuous young vo- 
man. 

The manner in which Mr. Sey. 

mour diſcovered the above cir- 
* was this: — He had ac» 


. cidentally 
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cidentally called upon the father 
of the young woman ; and in the 
courſe of converſation he let drop 
ſome hints reſpecting his ſon's 
marriage with Rachel; which the 
young woman no ſooner heard 
than ſhe fell a-weeping. This 


ſurpriſed them, and made her fa- 
ther queſtion her ſo ſtrictly, that 


ſhe gave them an account of the 
whole affair, and delivered the 


letter into the hand of her father, 


who gave it Mr. Seymour to ſhew 
to his ſon. | 

© Young Seymow® about two 
months before, having privately 


diſcovered that ſhe had a partiality 
for him, ungeneroufly endeavour- 


ed to take advantage of it, by 
making an attempt upon her vir- 


hy = 
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tue. But in this he was diſap- 


pointed; for ſhe was not fo much 
in love ãs to ſurrender that to his 
honour, till he had given her a ſe- 
curity for making her his wife. 


His paſſion being more inflamed 


by the oppoſition he met with, 
made him ſo far forget his uſual 
_circumſpettion, that he wrote her 
the aforeſaid promiſe ; telling her 


at the ſame time, that were it not 


for the diſpleaſure of his father, he 

would marry her without delay. * 
After receiving this ſecurity, 

the, very imgrudently, was pre- 


vailed upon to allow bim fuch 


liberties as to open a way to the 
gratification of his wiſhes; which 
he had no ſooner accompliſhed, 
than he began to contrive meaſures 
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to regain poſſeſſion of the promiſe 
which he had given her. 

For ſome time, he pretended to 
have the greateſt fondyeſs for her, 
and tried every means to wind 

himſelf: into her confidence, ſo as 
to depend upon his honour. When 
-he thought he had gained this point, 
he ſlyly inſinuated that the promiſe 


he had given her was not his o W 


Vriting; and ingenuouſly confeſſed, 
that when he gave it to her he 
meant to deceive her: but ſhe had 


now gained ſuch an entire poſſeſ- 
ſion of his heart, that he would 


exchange it by giving her another, 

which her own. eyes ſhould be a 

witneſs of his writing. 

- She had very near been taken in 

1 this artiſice; but happily a 
- doubt 
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doubt almoſt inſtantly ſtruck her 
mind, that he now meant to deceive. 
her. This made her think of a 
ſcheme to counterplot him, if he 
meant any thing of that nature. 
Pretending ſhe could not come at 
his letter at that time, ſhe put him 
off till next day; and in the mean 
time ſhe copied it ſo nicely, that a 
cloſe examination only could dib. 

cover the forgery. 8 
When he called next day, ſhe 
delivered him the copy without 
any ſigns of ſuſpicion; but ſeeing 
him about to read it, ſhe all of a 
ſudden pretended to be ſuſpicious 
of his intentions, and ſtruggled to 
take it from him; but he eagerly 
tore it into a hundred pieces, and 
threw it inte the fire ; crying out, 
4 « Thus 
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Thus periſh the witneſs of my 
« deceitful intentions.” | 
When this was accompliſhed, he 
inwardly prided himſelf on his dex- 
terity ; and, by one evaſion or 
another, protracted the writing of 
another letter till they were inter- 
rupted. 
Not ſufpeQing that he was on 
the point of being married to 
another, the young lady did not 
preſs him for another letter; eſpe- 
cially as ſhe was convinced that the 
letter ſhe had in her poſſeſſion was 
his own hand- writing. In his future 
viſits, he uſed various pretences to 
make her believe that the ſecurity 
vVvould be unneceſſary; and aſſured 
her, that in a few weeks he would 
give ber the beſt ſecurity by offer- * 
Ji ing 
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ing his hand in marriage the 
only ſecurity that a woman ſhould 
accept of. 


To convince the reader of the 


ſincerity of his intentions to fulfil 
theſe promiſes, —it is only neceſ- 
ſary to mention, that they were 


made the ſame week in which he 
was to have been married 4o his 
couſin ; and on the ſame account 
he prevailed upon his father to 
keep his intended marriage as 
ſecret as poſſible. 11-4 


THE DANGER OF MISREPRESEN= 
5 Þ TATION. 


8 
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During the time that theſe tranſ- 
aQtions were going on among the 
th Quakers, 
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Quakers, Nelfon was either taſt- 


ing the bitters of an unpromiſing 


repentance, or roving through the 


fancies of an unſettled mind. 


As ſoon as Syntax had delivered 
the packet to Rachel, he poſted 


away to St. Luke's Hoſpital; 
where he had the pleaſure of ſeeing 
Nelſon alive, but miſerably diſor- 


dered in his intellects. He did 


not take the leaſt notice of this 
faithful attendant, who ſat down 
by him, ſobbing. and blubbering 
like a child. 
Let not the reader ſcornfully 
ſmile at the woman-like weakneſs 
of this honeſt fellow; who, although 
| he could not help crying at the 
fight of his friend, could bear his 
own. misfortunes with. philaſophic 
indifference, 


£ 
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indifference. Nature had not en- 


dowed him with ſolidity of judg- 
ment, or ſtrength of mind ; but he 
poſſeſſed a proportionably larger 
| ſhare of the ſocial virtues : he was 
a faithful ſeryant, a zealous friend, 
and a ſympathizing-companion. 
For almoſt a week he conſtantly 
attended upon Nelſon; one mo- 
ment crying through deſpair of his 
ever recovering his ſenſes, and 
the next tranſported with joy, upon 
ſeeing the moſt diſtant ray of re- 
turning reaſon. 

On che fixth day his brain was 
almoſt turned, by ſceing Nelſon 
give proofs of reſtored reaſon ; for 
he knew Syntax, ſhook him affec. 
tionately by the hand; and talked 
rationally. upon the fituation from 

which 
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which he had. juſt elapſed ; con- 
ſidering it as the merciful, interpoſi- 
tion of Heaven, to hinder him 
from committing the daring reſolu- 
tion that he bad determined upon 
in the hurricane of his thoughts. | 
Kachel was che firſt object chat 
again occupied his thoughts; but, 
alas! they were filled with a melan- 
choly deſpondency ; for he aſſured. 
himſelf that he had. now loſt her 
for ever by her marriage with 
Seymour ;—and his reſlections told 
bim that he had loſt her merely by 
his own mifcondutt.. 8 
He, neyertheleſs, F ſhe 
bad not altogether behaved to him 
as ſhe ought to have done. She 
might have given him an opportu· 
nity of laying open his OWN con- 
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lor himſelf, before ſhe diſmiſſed 
bim for ever upon the report of his 
rival. He even wiſhed to hear 
that ſhe ſcornfully deſpiſed him; 
for it would give him a melancholy 
pleaſure, and might furniſh him 
with the means of extricating his 
heart from its hopeleſs attachment. 

The prejudices of Syntax fed 


theſe melancholy ideas; for he 


ſcrupled not to cenſure Rachel for 
cruelty and caprice, in very ſevere 
terms; and bitterly exclaimed 
againſt her father and uncle, for 
their unfriendly. conduct, in not 
having once called to inquite 


after him; for Syntax was ignorant 
of the orders that Seymour had 


given to the-keepers. | 
"Wort. it. Theſe 


| a 
7 and heard what he had to ſay 
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Theſe miſrepreſentations weise | : 
not entirely the effects of Syntax s 
reſentment, for in that caſe he 
would have been guilty of injuſtice; 
but he conceived that by repreſent- 
ing things in the worſt light, he 
would work upon Nelſon's re- 
ſentment, which he thought would 
be the ſureſt way to cure him of his 
paſſion for her, and allow his mind 
to return to its former temperament 
and compoſure. x 

Love drives its. votaries either 
upon one extreme or another, 
The ſmiles of the beloved obje& 
infatuate to adoration and hide 
a thouſand imperfettions; but ſcorn 
and ' diſdain, on the other band, 
drive away the miſt entirely from 
our eyes, and. the flattering idea 

| e hw 
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we bad formed, is changed into an 
object of deformity, clothed with 
numberleſs faults and follies. 

The account of Syntax had a 
ſimilar effect to the laſt upon the 
mind of Nelſon, who began to 
form cruel and unjuſt thoughts of 
the amiable Rachel ; whoſe mind 
was employed in melancholy re- 
llections on his fituation, or fer- 
vent wiſhes for his welfare. He 
even wiſhed for an occaſion of 


ſhewing her a mark of diſreſpect, 


to ſhew her that he now thought 
her unworthy of the efteem he 
formerly had for her. He was 

not long in finding the means of 
doing this effectually. Her minia- 


ture ſtill hung upon his breaſt : ſhe 


had given it him as the pledge of 
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her love, when he parted with her 
at Briſtol; and though it was not. 
ſet in diamonds, yet Nelſon once 
valued it more than the richeſt gem 
that nature or the hand of art 
could frame. | 

He untied it from his neck; 
and, after almoſt gazing his ſoul 


away, took a reſolution which 
almoſt tore his heart- ſtrings aſunder, 


notwithſtanding che reſentment he 
felt againſt her: this was, to return 
it to her again; which he immedi- 


| ately put in practice; and, along 


with it, ſent the following card: 


«© Madam, 
*RECEIVE back a pledge, 
« which now puts me in mind how 
much I yas deceived in believ- 
| 4 jn 8 
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*ing myſelf to have been once 
* eſteemed by its original. When 
« that image was engraven upon 
© my heart, I thought it was im- 
% poſhble to eradicate or deface 
« it; I fondly believed thee ſupe- 
« rior to thy fex.—I am at laſt 
« undeceived : ſcorn and diſdain 
« have effeually defaced the par- 
« tial image which the infatuation 
* of my imagination had formed 
« of thee, and diſcovered thee to 
* have the failings of thy ſex.” 


How differently were the 


thoughts of Rachel employed at 


the time of his writing theſe peeviſh 
and ill-natured lines! Ever ſince 
ſhe had received the advertiſement, 
which informed her of his miſer- 
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able ſituation, her heart had felt 


the utmoſt regret for her ſeverity. 


towards him, Every remembrance 
of his faults was blotted out from 
her memory; and ſhe fervently 
wiſhed for the reftoration of bis 
ſenſes, that ſhe might convince 
him of her unabated affeion, and 
once more reſtore him to confi- 
4ence and favcur. But how bitter 
vere hcr proſpetts, when her mind 
ſuggeſted that he would never 
again be capable of knowing the 
. eſteem ſhe ſtill had for him! Her 


days were paſſed in grief, which, 
though lilent, was preying upon 
the ſprings of life; and nightly 


was her couch watered. with. ker 
tears. 


After 
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After the diſcovery of Seymour's 
perfidy, ſhe would have urged her 
father to carry her home immedi- 
ately, if a ſecret wiſh to ſee Nelſon 
had not prevented her. The diſ- 


every of her couſin's ' guilt 


wrought powerfully in her breaſt 
in favour of that unhappy youth; 
and though ſhe had too certain 
proofs of his failmgs in ſome re- 
ſpects, yet ſhe was now wüling to 
believe that they had been greatly 
exaggerated by his treacherous rival. 
Her father's eyes being now 
opened alſo, his tenderneſs for 
Nelſon returned, and there only 
wantcd a. proper humiliation from 
that youth to reſtore him again to 
his confidence and eſteem.” He 
did not oppole the kind wiſhes of 
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his daughter, when ſhe hinted her 
deſire to make another attempt to 


ing to pay him that charitable viſit, 
when Syntax brought her the letter, 
who immediately retired, as before, 
without ſpeaking. 


hand writing of Nelſon, her heart 
fluttered with joy at the expeQa- 
tion of his being reftored to his 
mind; but when the miniature 
preſented itſelf to ber eyes, ſhe 
immediately guefled at his motives 
for returning it. Her heart 
throbbed, with the utmoſt violence 
at the unpleaſing idea of being 
ſcorned. Her eyes dimly gazed 
over the lines that were a confir- 
mation of this ungrateful ſuſpicion. 
When 


= 


ſee him. They were both prepar- - 


When ſhe ſaw that it was the 
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When ſhe had read its whole pur- 
port, ſhe ſighed out, Cruel Nels 
ſon!”—and then ſat down with 
an affeQed calmneſs, though the 
tears were rolling faſt down her 
pale checks. 
Her father ſaw her ſituation, 
and fondly claſped her to his breaſt, 
| white be inquired the cauſe of this 
new diſtreſs. She gave him the 
letter, and entreated him to keep 
her no longer in a place where ſhe 


had been made ſo completely 


miſerable. 

Her father's reſentment was 
again awakened by reading the 
lines which the deluded Nelſon had 


ſent her, He did not reflect, that 


that youth might have diQated 
them in the midſt of his reſentment 
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at the miſrepreſentations he lay 
under from the malice of his rival, 
but, in the moment of his anger, 
complied with his daughter's” re- 
queſt ; and, procuring places in the 
ſtage, ſet out with her the ſame 
evening for Briſtol. | 

Aﬀter Syntax delivered his 
friend's ill- natured packet, he went 
to make an apology to his maſter, 
Dr. F. for his long abſence.” From 
him Syntax firſt learned the alter- 
ations that had happened in the 
affairs of Miſs Seymour during the 
time that he was attending upon 
Nelſon; the diſcovery of Sey- 
mour's perfidy, and the favourable . 


- turn it had given the minds of 
Rachel and her father towards our 
unfortunate hero. He adviſed 

Syntax 
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_ Syntax to reRify the miſtakes that 


, his miſrepreſentations had led him 
YM into (for Syntax related every par- 
R ticular” that had paſſed with him 


and Nelſon), and then prepare to 
accompany him. to Briſtol. 

Syntax was ſo much enraged 
againſt himſelf for being the occa- 


aw HE. 


ſion of ſo many errors, that he 
could have knocked his head 
againſt a poſt, to be revenged on 
himſelf. He immediately left Dr. 
Fi. and was making all the haſte he 
could towards St. Luke's Hoſpital, 
in order to undeceive Nelſon, and. 
acquaint bim with the agreeable 


* 


news of Rachel's conſtancy; but 
he verified the proverb, „The 
* more haſte, the leſs ſpeed;” for 
he ran ſo faſt, that in his burry he 

| H 6 overturned. 
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overturned a man carrying a baſket 
full of china, which was all broken 
in pieces. 

The china-man immediately 
purſued Syntax, and, after he had 
ſtopped him, inſiſted upon his pay- 
ing the damage ; which amount- 
ing to much more than Syntax 
could muſter, the man inſiſted upon 
his going to Wood-ſtreet Compter 
till he had paid it. | 
With much ado Syntax prevail- 
ed upon him to go to a neighbour- 
ing ale-houſe, from whence he 
diſpatched a porter to Nelfon, ac- 
quainting him, in a line, with his 
misfortune, and begging him to 
ſend a guinea by the bearer. 

The porter returned in about 
an hour, and acquainted Syntax 
that 


- if Sh 
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that the keepers would neither 
admit him, nor carry in the letter. 
This they had refuſed, agreeable to 
the orders they had got from Sey- 


mour, whom they looked upon as 


Nelſon's principal relation and 
friend. A 

This unlooked-for diſappoint- 
ment occaſioned Syntax a violent 
paroxyſm of paſſion againſt himſelf 


and the china-merchant; whom be 


gave 40 the Devil with a hearty 
good will, becauſe he would not 
accept of his promiſe to reimburſe 
him for his loſs, nor accompany 
him to St. Luke's, where he would 
pay him immediately. | 

The man's obſtinacy put Syn- 


tax to the laſt ſhift; or, to ſpeak - 


without metaphor, he was obhged 
to 
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to leave his coat and waiſtcoat in 
his poſſeſſion, while he went to St. 
Luke's, in a hackney- coach, in his 
ſhirt and breeches. As leon as he 
ſtopped there, a croud gathered 
about him; for they imagined he 
was a madman come to be confined. 
of his own accôrd. He, however, 
ſoon undeceived them, and was 
permitted to ſee his friend Nelſon, 
who had been very impatient for 
his return. 


Before Syntax gave him. the 


reaſons for his ſtay, and the cauſe 


of his uncommon deſhabille, he re- 
lated the information which he re- 


ceived from Dr. F.. which made 


Nelſon att the madman in a more 


outrageous manner than he bad 
done during the period of his lu- 
| nacy. 
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nacy. His rage frightened Syntax, - 


and made the keepers think it ne- 
ceſſary to have him chained; but 


when he ſaw them preparing for 


that purpoſe, he cooled at once, 
and convinced thoſe nurſes of dif- 
trated nature, that his tranſports 
were but the burſt of a temporary 
paſſion, and not the ravings of a 
diſtraded mind. He wiſhed to be 


diſcharged from the Hoſpital that 
night; but this could not be granted 
without the permiſſion of the G- 


vernors. Fortunately, next day 
happened to be the day of their 


meeting; and the Surgeon giving 


them the neceſſary proofs of his 
being reſtored to his ſenſes, leave 


was given him to walk out of this 


place of confinement. 
With 
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With a throbbing heart, he 
direQed his Reps to-the houſe of 
Mr. Seymour, being, determined 
to ſee Rachel, and excite her pity 
and forgiveneſs by the moſt humi- 
liating confeſſion of his unworthi- 
| neſs; at the ſame time hoping, 
that the ſufferings he had under- 
gone, and the miſtakes which he 
had been led into, would plead in 
his favour, obtain her forgiveneſs, 

and reinſtate him in her affections. 
Theſe hopes received a ſevere 
check, when he was informed at 
Mr. Seymout's, that ſhe had re- 
turned with her father to Briſtol 
the evening before. He imagined 
ſhe would not have taken this ſtep, 
If the letter which he had ſent her 


had not offended her paſt the hope 
of 
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of forgiveneſs. His refledtions 
were intolerably diſtreſſing. He 
determined to follow her, and 
obtain. her forgiveneſs, or die of 


deſpair; for certain deſpair could . 


not be more diſtrefling than his 
preſent ſituation. R 
He accordingly ſet out next day, 
accompanied by Dr. F. and his 
friend Syntax. The former uſed 
every means in his power to leſſen 


his grief, by giving him hopes of 


Rachel's forgi veneſs. 


Rachel was in a very pitiable 


ſituation of mind before ſhe got 
home; for, notwithſtanding her 
aſſurances to her parent, that ſhe 
was in a condition to undertake 
the journey, ſhe had found it the 

| | moſt 
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moſt painful taſk to ſmother her 
grief at leaving Nelſon behind her. 
When fhe got home, her mother 
helped to heighten her diſtreſs ; for 
the railed againſt Nelſon, and re- 
flefted upon her for having rejected 
the addrefſes of Mr. Thornton. 
ThisconduR was ſo oppoſite to what 
Rachel had expetted, that it quite 
overpowered her gentle ſpirits, and 
obliged ber to give Fay to ber 15 
grief in a flood of tears. Every 
object added to her melancholy, by 
xeminding her of the once happy 
days the had enjoyed with Nelſon; 
days that could not be recaled ;. 
and which only added to her milery, 
by comparing them with thoſe ſhe 
bad now to Wee under the up- 
* x braidings 
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braidings of her mother, and the 
neglett of the man ſhe loved. 

After indulging her thoughts 
with the moſt gloomy proſpett of 
deſpair, ſhe would take a haſty re- 
ſolution to conquer her paſſion by 
refleQing upon his errors, and mag- 
nifying his offences againſt her- 
ſelf. —* He had given her a ſuffi- 
«cient cauſe to be offended againſt 


him on the firſt day of his leav- 


e ing Briſtol Denied himſelf to. 
« her father Returned the pledge 
* of her love, with offenſive afid 
« jnjurious refletions againſt her, 
« a+ a moment that her heart felt 


d the return of all its former ten- 


te dernels for him—and he is now, 


perhaps, laughing with a favour- 


« ite rival at the cleverneſs of his. 


« conduQ, 
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« condutt, in giving ſo much pain 
* to my credulous heart.“ 

Thus did ſhe endeavour to bring 
her mind to think of him with in- 
difference, by recolleAing his 
erimes and offences: but ſhe 
found her efforts vain ; for, if ſhe 
thought it poſſible at one moment, 
her heart convinced her the next, 
that ſhe would facrifice her own 
life to ſave his. She gave herſelf 
up then entirely to deſpair : that, 
joined to the cenſures of her mo- 
ther, rendered life a burden ; and 
the hours that had been formerly 
paſſed in cheerfulneſs and peace, 
were now fpent in melancholy de- 


ſpondency. 


THE 
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The third morning after ſhe 
got home, ſhe roſe earlier than 
common, and went into the gar- 
den to indulge her gloomy reflec- 
tions. She involuntarily wander- 
ed towards a fiſh-pond at the bot- 
tom of the garden, and there ſat 
herſelf down on a feat covered 
with honey-ſuckles, which the 
Quaker had cauſed to be made 
for his convenience when he di- 
verted himſelf with fiſhing. 
Here ſhe revolved many a bit- 
ter thought over again in her 
mind, while ſhe indulged her tears 
without reftraint. The water be- 

ing before her, deſpair ſuggeſted 
f ; the 
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the impious thought, that it could 
ſoon put a period to her miſery. 


She trembled with horror at the in- 


truding monſter, and, raiſing up 
her hands and eyes to Heaven, 
with fervency and unfeigned piety 


implored the Divine Being never 


to leave her To much to herſelf, as 


- ever to think of ſo daring an out- 


rage againſt Heaven again. 
While ſhe was offering up this 


earneſt ejaculation, ſhe heard a 


voice exclaim from the ſummer- 
houſe over againſt, O ſtop, for 
« Heaven's ſake!” Lifting her 
eyes towards it, ſhe ſaw Nelſon 
ruſhing towards her with the ut- 
moſt ſwiftneſs. She immediately 
gave a ſcream, and fell to the 


ground. Nelſon ſprung pith re- 


doubled 
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doubled ſpeed to her aſſiſtance. 
He raiſed her from the ground ; 
but he was fo weak (through want 
of reſt and ſuſtenance, his anxious 
impatience” not having allowed 
him to partake of either for almoſt 


three days before), that he was not 


able to carry her to the houſe. 


He attempted to call for help; 


but weakneſs and ſurpriſe had de- 
prived him of voice. He fat down 
upon the earth; and reclining her 
body upon his breaft, kiſſed the 
lifeleſs cheek of his unfortunate 


fair one, whom he was totally un- 


able to aſſiſt. He made a laſt ef- 
fort to raiſe himſelf, and bring 
ſome water to ſprinkle on her face ; 
but bis ability was gone—a cold 
ſweat had ſeized him all over—his 


eyes 
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eyes grew dim—every object diſ- 
appeared in an inſtant—and he 
fainted away under her. 
Fortunately Mr. Seymour per- 
ceived them at that moment from 
his window, while he was putting 
on his clothes, and ran to their aſ- 
ſiſtance. But before he had got 
to them Rachel had recovered, and 
was weeping over her lifeleſs lover, 
whom ſhe imagined to be dead. 


Mr. Seymour, however, unde- 


ceived her; for, by throwing wa- 
ter on his face, Nelſon ſoon gave 
. ſymptoms of returning life; and 
in afew minutes he was able to ac- 
company them into the houſe. 
The Reader may eaſily imagine 
what paſſed between them when 
they got there : ſuffice it therefore 
"a | to 


ſo 
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to ſay, that Nelſonpleaded his cauſe 
ſo effeQtually, and palliated his 
conduct ſo much by relating the 
miſtakes which Syntax's repreſen- 
tations had led him into, that not 
only his amiable miſtreſs forgave 
him, but her father alſo relaxed 
of his ſeverity, and received him 
again into good will and favour; 
and in a ſhort time gave him the 
greateſt proof of his confidence 
and eſteem, by giving him her 
hand in marriage. 

Then it was that this amiable 
pair began to taſte the moſt ſupreme 


felicity : being . poſſeſſed of the 


firft—wiſh of their hearts. She 


baniſhed his failings from her re- 


membrance, and endeavoured by 
every thing that her fond affetion 
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could think of, tomake him baniſh 
it from his own, that his happineſs 
might have no allay. by diſagree- 
able refleQians. | 
Theſe endeavours convinced 
Nelſon of her angelic worth, and 


endeared her more and more to 


him every. day ; and before they 
had been three months married, 
he found that ſhe far ſurpaſſed 
every thing that his fond imagina- 
tion had formed of her. 


— ——— 


Like the generality of Novel 


Writers, we ought here to conclude 
our ſtory, having bleſſed our hero 


vith the poſſeſſion of his amiable 
miſtreſs; but this would be break- 


ing 
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ing off in the middle, and before 
we had related the cataſtrophe 
upon which the ſtory is principally 
founded, and would ill ſuit with che 
title of the book. It is therefore 
thought neceſſary to continue the 
ſtory of Nelſon's conduct and mis- 
fortunes after his union with the 
charming Quaker. 

For the firſt nine months after 
that event took place, neither 
Nelſon nor his wife knew what a 
languid moment was. Every 
object that attratted his obſerva- 
tion, excited her attention; and 
led them to a thouſand ſubje&s of 
converſation, wherein they occa- 
ſionally diſplayed themſelves to be 
polleſſed of many amiable qualities. 
There was but one thing wanting 

I x that 
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that would add to their felicity, 
viz. a tender pledge of love; and 
of this they had ſoon an hopeful 


proſpett. While ſhe appeared to be 
in this ſituation Nelſon's attention 
naturally began to be more anxiouſſy 


taken up in his attendance upon 


ber; he was almoſt afraid of truſt. 


ing her out of his ſight, leſt ſhe 
ſhould meet with an accident. 
There is a pleaſant walk near 
Briſtol, ſhaded by buſhy trees 
and ſurrounded by a variety of 
beautiful proſpe&tsandrural objedts. 
This was the place to which Mrs, 


| Nelſon reſorted when ſhe had an 


inclination to enjoy the ſweets of 


_ ſummer's balmy breezes.—In theſe 


little excurſions Nelſon was her 
conſtant companion and moſt 
agreeable gallant. 
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One evening, about ten months 
after they were married, as they 
were taking their cuſtomary walk, 
and reminding one another of 
many little circumſtances that hap- 
pened in the commencement of 
their intimacy, an object appeared 
at a little diſtance, that made his 
heart palpitate with diſagreeable 
alarms. This was Mrs. Spruce, 
the only objett in the world whom 
be wiſhed never to behold. —If his 
wife had not been with him, he 
would have inſtantly turned round 


in order to avoid her: but as that 


Was not the caſe, Mrs. S. met him 
direUly in the face; and addreſſed 
him with the confidence of an old 
and intimate acquaintance, not- 


13 wichſtanding 


178 THE MAN OY FAILING. 


_ withſtanding the diſtant behaviour 
he put on to her, 

She told him, © She was over- 
« zoyed with her good fortune in 
« mecting him, as it was what ſhe 
had been wiſhing for ever ſince 
her coming to Briſtol That ſhe 
had been inquiring after him in 
« London, and was informed of 
« his return to Briſtol. But pray, 
Mr. Nelſon,” ſaid ſhe, in a half 
whiſper, © is it true that you are 
married?“ Upon his anſwering 
in the affirmative, ſhe made a 
ceremonious curtfey to his wife, 
and wiſhed him joy with a ſatirical 
fmile, and a familiar ſhake of the 
hand; which Rachel obſerving, it 
occaſioned no little combuſtion in 
* breaſt againſt her rival. 


Whether 


OUr 


THE MAN OF FAILING., 179 
Whether Mrs. Spruce perceived 
what was paſling in the breaſt of 
Nelſon and his wife, who were 
both very anxious to get rid of her 
company, and was offended; or, 
whether it was the influence of an 
unlawful paſſion at the moment, 
cannot be determined : but ſhe 
preſently diſengaged herſelf from 
the company of thoſe that attended 
her, and came and joined herſelf to 
that of Mr. Nelſon and his wife; 
telling him, by way of excule, that 
© old friends ought not to part ſo 
« eaſily.” 

He would have given an hundred 
pounds to get rid of her, or to 
find a proper excuſe to avoid giv- 
ing her an invitation to his houſe. 
But as neither of theſe could be 
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obtained, without being guilty of 
ill-breeding—he was obliged to 
ſolicit her company home, as if it 
had been doing him an honour or 
a pleaſure. 

/ Having now, the only objed 
before him that had ever warmed 
his heart with paſſion, Nelſon could 
eaſily make a compariſon between 
them, and judge of their reſpective 
merits, 


In external appearance 
Mrs. Spruce was far ſuperior to 
his wife: her perſon was hand- 
ſome, ſomewhat approaching to 


the embonpoint, her complexion 


florid, her eyes dark, and ſparkling 


with la feu amoureuſe. Mrs. Nel- 
ſon's perſon was not ſo ſplendidly 
attracting but the ſoftneſs and 
delicacy of her manners, rendered 

her 
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her every way an intereſting object. 
The firſt was ſpoken of as a fine 
woman; the latter charaQteriſed as 
a ſweet creature, poſſeſſed of all 
the ſoft and amiable qualities that 
imagination annexes to the female 
character. To theſe the former 
had not the leaſt pretenſions, have 
ing loſt every veſtige of female 
delicacy in the courſe of a year's 
diſſipation. | a 

Notwithſtanding Mrs. Nelſon's 
confidence in her huſband, ſhe 
could not behold the figure of hen 
rival without feeling ſome emotion. 
This was ſtill more augmented by 
the free behaviour of: that lady, 


| who, forgetful of the warnings 


which dreadful experience had 
15 given 
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given her before, and unmindful 
of the decorum of her ſex, famili- 
arly leaned upon Mr. Nelſon's 
arm during their walk home, and | 
took every occaſion to excite his 
attention by a thouſand little co- 
quetries. His recollection made 
him aware of encouraging her 
freedoms, as well from the idea 
of giving pain to his wife, as from 
an apprehenfion. of falling into 
the ſame ſnare that he had twice 
fallen into. before, He perfettly 
knew the danger of encouraging 
the advances of a fine woman, and 
how liable the human heart is to 
be caught in the inticing ſnares. 
- thrown out by women of intrigue ; 
and Mrs, Spruce's behaviour ſoon 
* | convinced 


* ar 
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convinced him, that her principles 
were entirely new modelled to 


modern notions of gallantry. 


His refledtions upon this ſubject 

excited diſagreeable ideas: for he 

could not help charging himſelf 
with the guilt of being acceſſary to 

the ruin of her principles. Theſe, 

however, had neyer been well 
founded ; otherwiſe ſhe could not 
have ſo ſoon diveſted herſelf of the 
modeſty and delicacy of her ſex, 
as to have gone the extreme 
length which ſhe had done in the 
courſe of ſixteen months.—Before 
ſhe had been two months in Lon- 
don, her conduct gave Mr. S. the 
moſt ſerious concern. He remon- 
ſtrated; but ſhe only gave more 
cauſe for people to cenſure, and at 
| e laſt 
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8 
laſt gave up all ſenſe of ſhame and 
decorum, by eloping and living 
publicly with one of her gallants. 
The huſband then obtained redreſs 
againſt her keeper, and was, freed 
from his diſgraceful 3 by a 
divorce. 

Mr. Nelſon was altogether igno- 
rant of theſe affairs; otherwiſe he 
would have been highly blameable 
for allowing his breeding and punc- 
tilio to admit her to the company 
of his wife. He underſtood that : 

the death of her mother had 
brought her to Briſtol; and there- 
fore comforted himſelf with the 
hopes of being ſoon rid of her 
company. He ardently wiſhed for 
that event every day; for he per- 
aue that her condudꝭ had given 
| | ſerious 
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ſerious concern, to his wife, whoſe 
frequent ſighs and occaſional 
thoughtfulneſs gave him great un- 


eaſineſs. 


Upon this diſcovery, he was 
greatly puzzeled how to behave, 
or in what manner he could get rid 


of her frequent viſits to his. houſe, 


If he ſtudied to keep himſelf out of 
the way when ſhe came, ſhe pro- 
longed her ſtay, ſo that he muſt 
have entirely baniſhed himſelf from 


|. the ſociety of his wife to avoid her; 
and he could not reconcile himſelf | 


to. the idea of making her ac- 
quainted with the uneaſineſs which 
her company gave to his wife, as 
it would ſubzett the latter to the 
ſhafts of her ridicule, and probably 


provoke 


* 
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provoke the former to perſiſt in 
her viſits through mere ſpite. 
He therefore determined to 
carry his wife into the country for . 
a week or two, hoping that Mrs. S. 
would be obtiged to return to 
London in that time. He accord- 
ingly ſet out the next morning, 
leaving his houſe to the care of his 
maid ſervant and ſhopman, with 
orders to ſend all letters to Mr. 
Seymour's.— His wife being ac- 
quainted with his motives for tak- 
ing this jouruey, was thereby con- 
vinced of his regard; and the un- 


eaſy ſenſation ſhe had felt vaniſhed 


at once, and left her mind its former 
tranquillity and happineſs. 

As ſoon as Mrs. Spruce” was 
made acquainted with Nelſon's 
ſudden 
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ſudden journey, ſhe divined his 
motives for it, by comparing his 
conduc to her with it for a few 
days before, wherein he had 
ſtudioufly kept himſelf out of the 
way when ſhe happened to viſit at 
his houſe. Rage and reſentment 
inſtantly took place in her breaſt, 
at the idea of her charms being 
{lighted by the man whom ſhe ſtil} 
loved, and wiſhed to attach to 
| herſelf. The criminality of. ſealing 
bis affections from his wife, did 


not give this diſſipated woman the 
leaſt degree of unealineſs ; ſhe 


rather indulged the idea that the 
had a prior right to his affeQtions; 
from having been the firſt object 
of his choice, 

| THE 
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THE FEMALE SEDUCER. 
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She immediately ſet her brains 
to work, to contrive means to make 
him jealous of his wife, as it was 
his attachment *to her that ſtood 
moſt in the way of her unprincipled 
wiſhes. If ſhe obtained that, ſhe 
hoped: every thing elſe from the 
rage that jealouſy would inſpire 
him with againſt his wife. | 

She found it neceſſary to have 
ſome one of Nelſon's domeſtics in 
ber intereſt. She temporiſed with 
the maid, and found her perfectly 
agreeable to her wiſhes. A few 
guineas, and a promiſe of many 
more 
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more in a few weeks, prevailed on- 
that mercenary wretch to give up 
to her the private anecdotes of the 
family, and bind herſelf by an 

8 oath, to give her intriguing em- 
ployer all the aſſiſtance ſhe was 
able, in the execution of the helliſh 
plot ſhe was contriving againſt the 

peace of our happy couple. 

She then gave Suſan orders to 
inform Mr. Nelſon and his wife, 
when they returned, that ſhe had 
been obliged to go to Bath the day 
after they went to the country, but 
would call upon them at her return 
from thence, which would be in a 

few weeks, 

She then went and procured 

: herſelf a ſuit of men's clothes; for 
ſhe did not mean to diſgrace her 
ſex 


* 
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ſex in her own habit. In theſe, after 
diſguiſing herſelf, by painting her 
eye-brows, colouring her hair, and 
various other artifices, ſhe thought 
herſelf ſufficiently ſecure from de- 
| tection, even by Nelſon himſelf. 

Hheing informed of the coffee- 
houſe that he uſually frequented, 
ſhe introduced herſelf there, and 
made up an acquaintance with a 
young beau, well known in the 
place by the deſignation of the 


Lounging Rake. She pitched upon 


him as the moſt proper perſon to 
further her defign upon Nelſon, be- 
cauſe he was remarkable for talk- 
ing publicly of his amours,” and 
it was for her intereſt to get as bad 
a name in that way as poſſible. 

| : Before 
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Before Nelſon's return from 
the country, ſhe bad made herſelf 
as well known in the coffec-houſe 
as her new friend. Her conver- 


ſation, like his, was entirely upon 


her amours, and the comical ad- 


ventures that happened to- her in 
the courſe of them, from the jea- 
louſy of huſbands or lovers. In 
ſhort, they related ſo many ftories 
of their ſucceſſes in affairs of that 
nature, that jealous-pated people 
would have been apt to conclude 
they were perfect cormorants in 
devouring innocence and chaſtity, - 
and that no woman could refiſt 
them. People liſtened to them 


without being offended, however; 
for, as they never heard their 


wives or miſtrefles' names made 


ule 
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uſe of, it was no concern of theirs ; 
—it was rather a piece of enter- 
tainment to hear them. 

The day after- Nelſon's return 
from the country, buſineſs led him, 
as uſual, to the coffee-houſe. Mrs. 
Spruce ſoon found means to attract 
his- attention, as well as that of 
many others, by the coxcomb airs 
ſhe occaſionally gave herſelf, — 
Something in her voice ſtruck 
Nelſon. He imagined he had 
heard it ſomewhere ; and although 
ſhe took care to diſguiſe it as 

much as poſſible by affectation, yet 
it ſeemed familiar to his car. He 
examined her face; but-that was 
ſo artfully diſguiſed by the paint- 
ing of her eyebrows, and a cer- 
tain liquid ſhe uſed to make her 
* appear 
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appear ſwarthy, added to the 
manner in which ſhe dreſſed her 
hair, that he had not the leaſt re- 
collection of ever ſeeing it before. 
She took care alſo not to let him 
have a full view of it. Neither 
could he have any conception of 
her ftature, as he never ſaw her in 
any other than a fitting poſture. 
By theſe artifices ſhe hoped to 
put it ont of his power to detect 
her; for that would have defeated 
her project at once. 

Procuring a jeweller to make 
her a handſome gold locket of a 
particular form, the figures on 
which were two hearts interwoven, 
and under them the initials of Nel- 
ſon's name, ſhe took care to ſhew 
this to her brother beau, at a 
N j moment 
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moment that ſhe ſaw Nelſon's at- 


tention directed towards them; 
telling the other, he meant to pre- 
ſent it to a young lady for whom 
he had a very warm penchant, 
but who had coſt him a good deal 


of trouble before he had got her 


to ſurrender to his arms, When 


ſhe had ſufficiently diſplayed this, 


ſo as to give Nelſon an idea of it 
if he ſhould happen to ſee it again, 
ſhe began to contrive means, how 
ſhe could get it into the *, 
of his wife. 

Governed till by the Demon of 
ad love, ſhe procured a ſail. 
or's dreſs, and metamorphoſed 
herſelf from the foppiſh beau to a 
jolly ſon of the ocean. In this 
habit ſhe was to paſs herſelf as Su- 
ſan's 
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ſan's ſweetheart juſt returned from 

a long voyage. Having contrived 
2 proper ſtory for the occaſion, 
| ſhe went to Nelſon's houſe, at the 
time he uſually went upon 'Change. 
Her coadjutor Suſan was ſo per- 
fectly ignorant of her in this new 
dreſs, that it had almoſt diſcovered 
her: for, no ſooner had ſhe open- 
ed the door, than this pretended 
tar claſped her in his arms, and 
began kiſſing her; and Suſan 
ſcreaming out through ſurpriſe, 
her noiſe brought Mrs. Nelſon 
down ftairs to fee what was the 
matter. Mrs. Spruce, however, 
had diſcovered herſelf to Sue : ſhe 
therefore immediately informed 
her miſtreſs, that ſhe had been 
ſurpriſed by an old acquaintance 
12 whom 
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ſhe did not at firſt recollect. This 
being the - caſe, Mrs. Nelſon 
thought her company might not 
be agreeable; ſhe therefore left 
them to themſelves, and walked 
up ſtairs again. 

The counterfeit ſailor then gave 
Sue an account of her reaſon for 
aſſuming her preſent diſguiſe ; 
which was, to endeavour to get 
Mrs. Nelſon prevailed upon to 
purchaſe the locket which we have 
before mentioned. For this pur- 
poſe, Suſan was inſtrufted to carry 
it and ſeveral other trinkets up 
ſtairs to ſhew to her miſtreſs, with 
the ſtory, that her lover wiſhed to 
difpoſe of them, in order to raiſe 
money to ſend to his poor mother. 
Suſan let the ſtory loſe nothing in 
the 
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the telling; for as the purchaſe of 


the locket, &c. was to be her own, 
ſhe ornamented the ſtory with the 
diſtreſſed ſituation of her lover's 
mother, who was entirely main- 
tained by his filial piety ; adding, 
that as he was obliged to go abroad 
again in a few days, he wiſhed 
much to diſpoſe of the trinkets to 
leave her the money. 

A ſtory of this nature was well 
calculated to work upon the bene- 
volent feelings of Mrs. - Nelſon; . 


he involuntarily pulled out: her 


purſe, and gave Suſan half-a-guinea | 


to give her lover, telling her. at the 
ſame time to return him the 


trinkets. 
This, however, was not what Sue 
was wiſhing for : inſtead, therefore, 
Vol. II. K of 
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of carrying. them away as ordered, 

the began to examine them. Taking 

up the locket and looking at it, ſhe 
exclaimed, Lord! what a mon- 
Le ſtrous beautiful locket | this is 

* none of your Engliſh manufac. 

# * tors—1I warrants this was made 
15 by the Hottentots, or ſome out- 
* Jandiſh ſort of people —and 1 
c dares ſay that is ſome of their 
« lingo upon it, as the ſailors call 
*it,” added ſhe, pointing to the 

cypher-upon it. 

Mrs. Nelfon ſmiled at Suſan's 
conjeAtures; and taking the locket 


ceived this outlandiſh ingo to be 
only the cypher aforeſaid. 


« ma'm ! was there ever a more co- 
- E micaler 


from her hand, immediately per- 


A. N. !” cries Suſan, „ Lord, 
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« micaler circumſtance heard on ? 
« Why, that is the very name of 
«© my maſter.” * 

« It is uncommon enough,” ſaid 
Mrs. Nelſon, “how it ſhould hap- 
« pen fo—I wonder how he came 
«by it.—It muſt have been pur. 
*poſely made for ſome perſon.” 

« Pleaſe the pigs, I'll aſk him,” 
ſaid Sue, ſcampering down ſtairs. 
After ſtaying a few minutes, ſhe 
returned with the ſtory, that her 
hfitious lover bad purchaſed it, 
with ſeveral others of different 
cyphers, from a Venetian mer- 
chant in Italy. L—d, ma'm !” 


added Sufan, what would you 


« think he axes for it? As I am 
"a living creature, he only axes 
K 2 « one 
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*« One ſingle guinea; and by the liv. 


« ing jingo I thinks its worth two!” 1 
Mrs. Nelſon, however, was not ; 


of ſo covetous a diſpoſition as to 
buy. a thing merely becauſe it was 
a bargain. She liked it becauſe 
the cyphers were thoſe of her 
beloved huſband ;- and if it had not 
been oppoſite to the principles of 
the Quakers, who ſet no value 
upon ornaments of that nature, ſhe 
would have purchaſed it without 
more ado, merely for that very 
reaſon.—She was putting it again 


among the other trinkets, in order , 
to return them; which Suſan ob- *' 
| ſerving, ſhe immediately exclaim- mug! 
ed, I wiſh it had the nitials of 3 


* ſomebody that I knows——1 
ec ſhoul d her 


* 
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*ſhould not part with it for twice 
the ſum.” 


Mrs. Nelſon conſidering this 


ſpeech as reflecting upon herlelf— 


as if ſhe had more regard for a 
guinea, than afteftion for her 


huſband ; and this being a ſuſpicion 


which ſhe never wiſhed any one to 
entertain of her, ſhe involuntarily 
pulled- out her purſe, and giving 


»Suſan a guinea, ordered her to 


return the other trinkets to. her 
ſweetheart. 

Soon after ſhe had made this 
purchaſe, ſhe was going to ſtick 
the locket in her handkerchief; but 


xeflefting that it had not been 


made for her, nor preſented to 
her by her Nelſon—{the only cir- 
cumſtance that ought to make her 
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value a thing of that kind) her 
wearing it would appear more like 
vanity than a teſtimony of her 
affektion for him. Many a woman, 
ſhe knew, would wear ſuch things 
if preſented to them by an ac- 
quaintance; but as her manner 
of thinking was of a more delicate 
turn, ſhe did not think any man on 
earth intitled to that honour unleſs 
it was her huſband. For theſe rea- 
ſons ſhe hid it in a private drawer, 
and ordered Suſan never-to men- 
tion a ſyllable of the matter to any 
one,—As Suſan was not acquaint- 
ed with the extent of Mrs. Spruce's 
ſeheme, ſhe naturally concluded 


that her miſtreſs's locking it up 


would intirely defeat her defign. 
It was of little conſequence to her, 
however ; 
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however; ſhe had gained a guinea 
and a half by the buſineſs, and 
therefore ſagaciouſly obſerved, 
« Let them laugh that wins.” In 
order, however, to keep her word 
with ſo good a paymaſter, ſhe 
aſked her miſtreſs's leave to go 
abroad for an hour; and having 
obtained it, ſhe went and gave her 
an account how her locket was 
diſpoſed of. 

Mrs. Spruce, as well as Suſan, 
concluded at firſt, that this part of 
her ſcheme was rendered entirely 
uſeleſs; but after reflecting a few 
minutes, ſhe began to form freſh 
hopes from the circumſtance itſelf. + 
After queſtioning Suſan, therefore, 
very particularly about the place 
where Mrs. Nelſon had depoſited 

K 4 the 
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the locket, ſhe gave her another 
half guinea for her fidelity, and 
then diſmiſſed her. 

Next morning, as uſual, ſhe at- 
tended at the coffee-houſe for 
Nelſon's appearance; he, however, 
did pot make his appearance all 
that day, being kept at home by 
company. Next morning, however, 
ſhe was but too ſucceſsful; Nelſon 


made his appearance at the uſual 


time, and fat down in his uſual 
box, his back being exadly againſt 
that of this infarnous woman. She 
had taken care, the day before, to 
make an appointment with the 
booby whom we have mentioned 


before, as he was to be an innocent 
infttument in working on the jea- 
louſy of our unſuſpeQing youth. 

* As 
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As ſoon, therefore, as ſhe per- 
ccived the moment ſhe wiſhed for, 
which was when Nelſon was not 
taken up in converſing with, any 
one, ſhe began as uſual to talk of 


her late adventures in the amo- 


rous way.—* I told you,” ſaid ſhe 
to the beau, in a whiſper loud 
enough to be heard by Nelſon, © of 
« my intention of giving the locket 
« I ſhewed to you three days ago, 
* to a favourite lady of mine: now 
« you ſhall hear how I came on.“ 
—— — Obſerving Nelſon's attention 
to be taken by what ſhe was going 
to relate, ſhe proceeded to give 
her companion a fabricated ſtory 
of a thouſand falſities, but all cal- 
culated. to work on the feelings of 
our hero; whoſe wife was ſo diſ- 
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tinctly deſcribed, that although ſhe 
did not name her, it was almoſt 
impoſſible for him not to know e 
who was meant. 


He was fo fully perſuaded that 
it was her, from deſcription as well 
as many other circumſtances, that 
a thoufand daggers were fixed in 
his breaſt. Jealouſy had not yet, 
however, taken place in his mind; 
| he was only inſpired with rage 
againſt the wretch that dared to 
boaſt of favours he had not obtain- 

ed. His confidence was not to be 
| ſhaken by report; for he had ſuch 
an exalted idea of her virtue and 
fidelity, that he would not have 
believed her guilty upon the 
oaths of a thouſand ſuch cox- 
combs. . 


He 
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He could hardly reſtrain himſelf 
from chaſtifing the infamous- ca- 
lumniator upon the ſpot. The con- 
fideration that it might be the 


means of propagating the falſehood 


publicly againſt his wife reſtrained 
him, and made him defer giving 
way to his reſentment till another 


time; for he knew too well, when 
once a report of that nature is 
made public, there are plenty that 


would credit it upon the {lighteſt 
foundation, and his interference 
would make it appear as if he was 
convinced of it himſelf. g 


Mrs. Spruce eaſily ſaw the ſitu- 


ation of his mind, from the diſtore.. 


tion of his features: when ſhe 
catched a glimpſe of his eye, fury 


was painted in his look. He is 
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* a charming fellowlatever,” faid 
the to herſelf; “and I can bear 
< theſe frowns for a time, in hopes 
«of being afterwards rewarded by | 
e his fmiles. It is too great a blefl.. 
© ing for one woman to enjoy all 
« theſe to herſelf—and who has a 
prior right to me in ſharing them 
«with a wife ?—Curſe on my va- 
« nity, and my mother's pruden..e ! 
If it had not been for them, 
J might have poſſeſſed him all 
* to myſelf. How tranſporting the 
« thought ! with him I could enjoy 

« hliſs in a deſert!” Abt 
While ſhe was employed in thefe 
rapturous ideas, Nelſon | finding 
his mind too much agitated to al- 
low him to attend to buſineſs of 
any ſort, left the coffee-houſe and 
went 
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went home. | He was thoughtful 
and metancholy the whole day: 


« How precarious is all ſubtunary . 


* happineſs,” ſaid he to himſelf, 
c and how eaſily does the tongue 
« of malice darken our moſt pleaſ- 

« ing proſpe&s ! O Rachel! how 
little is he acquainted with. thee, 
« that can have the cruelty to 
« charge thee with the fmalleſt 
« deviation from duty ; and what 
« A monſtes mult he be, then, that 
« wiſhes to ſtain thy name with the 
« fouleſt of crimes! No human 
being could be fo wicked—ſome 
« Demon had poſſeſſed me with 
« the idea that it was my wife; or 
« perhaps,” ſaid he ſighing, “it has 
*« 0btajned admiſſion in a moment 
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* of inſanity, the forerunner of 
another fit of madneſs. “ 
This laſt ſuſpicion made him ſo 
lo- ſpirited, that he had not cou- 
rage to venture abroad, leſt a fit of 
madneſs ſhould come upon him in 


the ſtreet. He remained at home 


for two days, during which his ami- 
able wife attended upon him with 
the utmoſt affection and anxiety. | 
He was obliged to hide his ſuſpi- 
vions-from: her, leſt the apprehen- 
fion of his madneſs. ſhould ſhake 
her too much in the ſituation ſhe 
was then in: he therefore made 
her believe, that his diſorder was 
only a violent head-ach. His me- 
lancholy apprehenſions had almoſt 


Jeft him on the third day; and he 


10 looked 
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Fooked fo cheerful, to what he had 
done the day before, that Mrs. 
Nelfon was prevailed upon to leave 
him, in order to accompany her 
mother in a ſhort airing into the 
country. ä 
While Nelfon was left alone, 
Suſan, who had received inſtruc- 
tions from her artful employer, 
came up ſtairs; and aſked him for 
ſomething which ſhe knew was 
locked up in the cabinet in which 
Mrs. Nelſon had: put the locket; 
and therefore expected that he 
would find that in a for the 
ether. ; 
She was perfealy right in her 
conjecture; for, going to look for 
what ſhe aſked for, he unfortu- 
nately happened to caſt his eye 
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upon the private drawer into 
which Mrs. Nelſon had put the 
fatal locket. The malicious ſtory 
ſtriking his mind at that moment 
with redoubled force, he pulled 
out the drawer to ſatisfy himſelf 
of its falfity. He ſoon found what 
he wiſhed not to be there, rolled up 
in a piece of paper ; which he had 
no ſooner opened, than he was 
almoſt petrified with grief and mad- 
neſs. Clapping both hands upon 
his forehcad, he reeled to a chair, 
and fat down for a few minutes in 


the moſt melancholy poſture of 


grief. Suſan again repeated her 
demands ; but, inſtead of gifing 


ber attention, be roſe up, and 
walked about the room, ſaying to 


| himſelf, 7 This is too much. Mer- 
« ciful 
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« ciful G—d! why did I live to 
« be made the egregious dupe of 
« afalſe woman?“ — Suſan aſking 
him a third time for what the 
wanted, he was too much engaged 
in miſery to think of any thing 
elſe; and therefore turned her ort 
of the room, that he might have 
freedom to indulge his in 
refteQions, 

Jealouſy is the moſt thriving 
weed in the mind of man: from a 


ſmall ſeed it ſprings up almoſt in- 


ſtantly to a gigantic ſtature. Every 
little circumſtance is recolleQed, 
and changed by its poiſonous in- 


fluence to the ſame deadly colour 


as itſelf; and in a little time the 
mind vill be ſo entirely overrun by 


it, that love, humanity, juftice, - 


and 
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and almoſt every virtue in the hu- 
man ſou], will be entirely changed 
or obſcured. 


1 


—— = Trifles light as air, 
Are to the jealous confirmation ſtrong 
As proofs of holy writ.. 


Such was the influence it had 
over the mind of Nelſon, who only 
xecolleted a thouſand circum-. 
ſtances of his wife's fondneſs, on 
' purpoſe to confirm him of her 
falſeneſs. Twenty times. did he 
reſolve te preſent her with the 
locket, and charge her with her 
-guilt ; © but what will that avail?” 
ſaid he to himſelf. —*-If ſhe is far 
«gone in guilt, it will only exaſpe- 
rate her to give more open 
| « proofs. 
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4. proofs. of her loſt virtue; and. if 
« ſhe has but juſt entered the path. 
« of vice, and has ſtill a ſenſe of 
« ſhame remaining, it may over- 
« power her, and be the death of 
% my innocent offspring. That is 
© moſt certainly mine; let me not 
« therefore deſtroy it by my juſt 
_ * reſentment againſt its mother's 

« crime. —Perhaps ſhe has been 
« betrayed by the cunning craft of 
* the deceitful villain : if ſo, kind- 
« neſs may reclaim her, and bring 
« her back to the path of retti- 
© tas.” ; 

Heaving his wife's knock, he 
baſtily depoſited the fatal locket 
in its place again; and, ſummon- 
ing all his moderation, he endea- 
voured to compoſe his features. 

10. 
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to their uſual ferentty, in order 
that he might not give her cauſe 


to ſuſpe& that he had diſcovered 
the proof of her guilt. He found 
this ſo hard a matter, when he ſaw 
her enter the room with inno- 
cence and ſweetneſs beaming on 
her countenance, that he was 
obliged to retire for a moment to 
another apartment to give himfelf 
time to recover. Oh! who would 
* imagine that deceit and guilt, 
* could lodge under ſo fair a diſ- 
* guiſe?” faid he to. himſelf. 
« Oh falſe appearance 


« What avails our wiſdom, our ſagacity, 
. « Oppoſed to ſhields like theſe? 


In vain did he ſtrive to hide the 
diſtreſs that preyed upon his heart, 
Fra 
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from the penetrating eye of his 
amiable wife. She heard him ſigh, 
and ſaw him frequently buried in 
dejeQion and thoughtfulneſs ; and 
at other times ſtalk about the room 
with a diſcompoſed air. She was 
greatly alarmed with theſe un- 
favourable appearances, and began 
to ſuſpett that ſome misfortune in 
buſineſs had occaſioned them, 
which he was unwilling to inform 
her of. * Ah! Nelſon,” ſaid ſhe 
to him, claſping her arms tenderly - 
about his neck, « why will you 
« not make me a ſharer of your un- 
« eafineſs? Tell me what it is that 
© « diſtreſſes you.— Though I am 
* not capable of direfting, yet 1 
may leſſen your troubles by ſhar- 
« ing them with you. Truſt them 

s * in 


A 
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te in this faithful boſom. Heaven, = 
perhaps, may inſpire me with the = 
means of averting or overcom- * 
* ing the evils that oppreſs you. 14 
God knows with what willingnefs 2 
* I could ſacrifice my life to make « | 
« you happy.” | Ga 
4 Rachel,” ſaid he, with a look my 
that went to her ſoul, * does your 
heart accord with your words? he 
« gr .am 1 to confider them as the «, 
* common language of yourTex ? « 
« But I am a fool to afk you the « 
« queftion,” added he, rekindling 
with jealouſy, and walking quickly 60 
through the room. No woman ce 
<« ever ſhewed more ſigns of affec- 0 
« tion than you have done.“ x ec 
Or had greater reaſon for doing 0 


. ſo,“ ſaid ſhe with a heavenly ſmile, 
| 9 
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totally ignorant of the ſeverity 
which the concluflon of his ſpeech 
conveyed. © But put me not off 
„ with theſe replies, Nelſon. You 
« are not happy ; and it is proper 
«that I ſhould ſhare in your mis- 
« fortunes, as I have been a par- 
«taker, a large partaker in your 
<'happineſs.” 
* Aſk me no more about it,” ſaid 
he, taking his hat. If you are 
ignorant, there let it reſt. Would 
« to God it had for ever remained 
« in darkneſs!” | 
For Heaven's ſake, Nelſon, 
leave me not in this uncertainty; 
« reſolve my anxious doubts. If 
« unforeſeen. misfortunes in buſi- 
e neſs have deprived us of fortune, 
« Jet not that oppreſs you: we 
* have 
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have ſtill the means of bappineſs 


* in our power. I dan live with 
*thee in a cottage; and if ſerenity 


and content fit upon thy face, I 


« ſhall be truly bleſt.” 

« Fortune! what is the loſs of 
©« fortune? Had Heaven rooted 
up my poſſeſſions, ſhipwrecked 
« my far brought riches in the 
« haven—and, when deprived of 
c all, turned me adrift in the world 
« without a friend, but thee and 


_ « our unſullied honour, I could 


« have borne it.— By Heaven, it is 


- * too much: he ſhall make good 
* his words, or pay me with his 


« life. F 


Being wrought u up to the higheſt 


pitch of rage, he left his wife to 


brood over the multitude of melan- 
| choly 


1 
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choly reflections with which his 
ſtrange behaviour had filled her, 
and went in ſearch of the villain 
that had deſtroyed his happineſs ; 
reſolved either to make him clear 
his wife's fame, or periſh with 
himſelf. 


— . — — 
THE RESOLUTION OF REVENCE. 


He was informed at the coffee. 
houſe, that the perſon he was aſk- 
ing after was juſt gone, and had 
paſſed round the corner. He fol- 


lowed the way they diretted him, 


and ſoon came within ſight of the 
object of his ſearch ; whom he was 
quickly making up to, when he 
perceived Suſan ſtop and talk with 

Vor. II. L her. 
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her. This was -another ſtrong 
confirmation of his jealous ſuſpi- 
cions; for he immediately con- 
«cluded that ſhewas the go-between 
'betwixt his wife and her gallant, 
and had been diſpatched by her to 
warn him of danger. Enraged 
ſtill more by this freſh circum- 
ſtance, he was quickly making up 
to them, in order to make her 
the witneſs of his juſt revenge, 
and be the firſt meſſenger to inform 
his perfidious wife of the ven- 
geance he had taken on her gal- 
lant. But before he had got 
within two hundred yards of them, 
they both entered a houſe together. 
He determined, however, to wait 


for his rival's re- appearance; and 


for chat purpoſe went into a public- 


; houſe 


4A © a tt my 
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houſe directly in view of that 
where he had ſeen him enter. 
After waiting here for more than 
an hour, his patience was quite 
worn out : leaving it, therefore, 
he went and knocked at the door 
into which he had ſeen them enter. 
He was informed by the ſervant 
that opened it, that Mr. O'Bryen 
(the name that Mrs. Spruce had 
aſſumed) had gone out above an 
hour ago, and would not be back 
that night. Nelſon inſiſted that he 
had ſeen him go in, and that he 
muſt be at home, as he had not 
perceived him come out again; but 


ſhe ſoon cleared up his miſtake, 


by ſhewing him the houſe had a 
back-door into another ſtreet. 


L 2 ; His 
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His rage not being in the.leaſt 
abated by this diſappointment, he 
was returning home in a very dif. 
contented diſpoſition ; but he had 
not gone far before he heard him- 
| ſelf called by name. Turning about, 
he perceived Mrs. Spruce coming 
towards him, dreſſed as if ſhe had 
Juſt come off a journey. 

- The reader will no doubt be 
ſurpriſed at her ſudden metamor- 
phoſis. She had obſerved Nelſon 
dogging her, and ſaw him go into 
the public-houſe. Suſpecting his 
deſign from that rang ſhe 

baſtily went to her ld lodgings ; 
and dreſſing herſelf in the manner 
of going on a journey, ſhe made 
| haſte back, in hopes of interrupting 


f him 
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him in his return ; flattering her- 
ſelf, that his preſent diſpoſition of 
mind would' make him become an 
eaſy prey to her inſidious arts,— 
So far Fortune favoured her, that 
ſhe juſt got ſight of him as he 
was coming out of the houle where 
ſhe had reſided in the character of 
a gentleman. 

She no ſooner got up to him, 
than, ſtaring at him vith affected 
furpriſe, ſhe exclaimed, © In the 
«© name of wonder, what makes 
* you look fo peeviſh? Are you 
« well ?—or is your wife ill? Yow 
look ſo dejetted and meælan- 
« choly, that I hardly could know 
you for the perſon I ſaw three 
« weeks ago,” N 
| L3 Not 
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Not wiſhing to give her a ſuſpi- 
cion of the true eauſe of his 
chagrin, he anſwered, © he had 
been poorly for a few days back, 
* and was not yet entirely free 
from complaints.“ 


This gave her an opportunity of 


aſſuming an affedted concern; a 
thing that ſhe was complete miſe 
treſs of. This being the oppor- 
tunity ſhe had all along been plot- 
ting for, having conceived the 
moment of his jealouſy againſt his 
vife, to be the- fitteſt for effecting 
her purpoſe; every art, therefore, 
was uſed to augment that hideous 
paſſion, and ſhe found none of 
them more ſucceſsful than praiſing 


his wife. There is not a more 


effectual 
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effeQual way to excite hatred, than 
to praiſe a perſon that has groſsly 
injured one. He would have 
liſtened-to- theſe with pleaſure for 
hours, a few days before; bur, 
they now grated on his ears, 
and excited the moſt diſagreeable 
ſenſations. 

« Ah Nelſon!” faid this artful 
woman, had 1 known what a 
« treaſure you had in poſſeſſing 
« the heart of that angehc woman, 
« no power on earth ſhould have 
* made me treſpaſs upon her right 
ct to your entire aftettion. Yes,” 
ſaid ſhe ſighing, and looking ten- 
derly at him, © I would have bri- 
te dled the moſt ardent paſſion that 
« ever inhabited the breaſt of 
« woman,, till the grave had freed - 


L4 - © me 
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«me from its tortures, ſooner 
than deprive her of one particle 
of your affection, by giving way 
«to the dictates of an extreme 
«love. Nay, be not afraid,” con- 
tinued ſhe, feeing him look per- 
plexed at hearing her confeſſion ; 
« you are no longer, in danger 
*« from a frail woman's fondneſs : 


*afew days will carry me for ever 


« from this place, and allow the 
« beſt of women to reign unrival- 
*ted in your affections. Ab- 
«ſence cannot fecure me from 
« envying her lot; but it may 
« ſave me from many a danger- 
« ous ſituation, which prudence 
“ might not be able to make me 


« ſurmount.” | 


— The 
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The wiſeſt men are often made 


fools by the arts of light women, 


who can mould them. to almoſt 
every. thing they pleaſe : they can 
excite them to deeds. of cruelty, 
or ſoften them to mildneſs and 
gentleneſs. —If you examine the 
diſpoſitions of both ſexes in affairs 
of love, you will find, that when 
a. man makes a diſcovery. of his 
paſſion for a woman of this cha- 


ratter, ſhe bridles up and puts on 
the moſt haughty airs, and endea- 
"yours on every occaſion to make 
| him the butt of her wit and ridi- 
cule; but if a woman makes alike 
confeſſion to a man, he involunta- 


rily conceives a tenderneſs for 


her, and he thinks he diſcovers 


beauties and qualities in her, which 


L 5. otherwiſe. 
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otherwiſe he would not have ſcen. 
In like manner did the crafty 
ſpeech of Mrs. Spruce work upon 
the ſuſceptible heart of Nelſon: 
ſhe never appeared in a more ad- 
vantageous light to him, than ſhe 
did at that moment, while praiſing 
the woman that robbed her of his 
heart; and dreading the dangers of 
falling into another criminal in 
dulgence, © How much injuſtice 
ic have not I done this woman,” 
faid he to himſelf, “ in thinking 
« her principles depraved and cor- 
“ rupt! She has more cauſe to 
« charge me vith that charaQter, 
% who, having leſs paſſion, was 
« therefore more criminal.“ 


— _[CX 


FEMALE 
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FEMALE ARTIFICE., 


While he was making this re- 
fleQion, and conſidering her con- 
duct as nothing worſe than that of 
the beſt of her ſex (for jealouſy, like 
the jaundice, made him now view 
the ſex) alike, frail and incon- 
ſtant, Mrs. Spruce purpoſely 
made a {lip and fell; and when he 
had lifted: her up, pretending ſhe 
had hurt her ancle, ſhe intreated 
the favour of allowing her to lean 
on his arm to her. lodgings. His 
houſe being nearer than her own, 
he intreated her to go there ; but 
this ſhe abſolutely. refuſed, under 
the pretext that -her company 
would only fill his wife with un- 
eaſy ſuſpicions. © No, Nelſon,” 
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ſaid ſhe, © I will never more en- 
« ter your doors; you have ſuf- 
© fered enough from my weakneſs 
e already.” 

This only made him inſiſt the 
more ſtrongly upon her going to 
his houſe; forthe idea of diſtreſſing 
his wife with the dread of anothers 
inconſtancy no longer pained him ; 
it rather gave his breaſt, now fil- 
led with jealouſy and reſentment, 
a kind of pleaſure: he therefore 
inſiſted ſo ſtrongly, that Mrs. 
Spruce gave up her original de- 
ſign ſofar, as to accompany him— 
in hopes that ſhe might be able to 
make the breach ſtill wider be- 
tween them. | In this ſhe diſplay. 
ed herſelf a perfect politician, and 
well acquainted with the nature of 
jealouſy, 
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jealouſy ; which is ſeldom extin- 
guiſhed, till one or other of the 
objects has ſeverely felt its ef- 
fects. | 

As Mrs. Nelſon had been 
thrown into the moſt diſagreeable 
reflettions by her huſband's ſingu- 


lar behaviour when he left her, 


ſhe was therefore agreeably ſur- 
priſed at ſeeing him return with 
his uſual cheerfulneſs, although he 
was accompanied. by one. whom 
ſhe did not wiſh- for. He had 
forced this cheerfulneſs upon his 
countenance through pique, and 
determined to play at croſs pur. 
poſes, by fluttering and gallanting 
with Mrs. Spruce, merely becauſe 


it fed the monſter that inhabited- 


his breaſt, wich the proſpe@ of 
| giving 
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giving pain to his much-aſperſed 
wife.— If he therefore ſaw her 
look ſerious, he appeared more 
gay; and if ſhe looked the leaſt 
awry upon Mrs. S. then he was 
fure to treat. her with unuſual gal- 
lantry and freedom; who only re- 
pulſed him, to. make him more 
forward and leſs on his guard. 
Ars. Nelſon was not ſo blind as. 
not to perceive the uncommon al- 
teration- in his behaviour; but 
though ſhe ſaw it,, and her heart 
was almoſt dying within her at the 
light; yet ſhe prudently reſolved. 
not. to make him conſcious that ſhe 
perceived it. She therefore ſtrug- 
gled with her feelings, to make her- 
ſelf appear as cheerfub as poſſible; 
for ſhe knew, that when a woman 


gives 


THE MAN OF FAILING, 235 


gives way to peeviſhneſs and jea- 
louſy, it is the direct way to de- 
prive herſelf of a huſband's affee- 
tion, if he has any remaining for 
her. 

He blindly continued to play at 
croſs purpoſes, and to aggravate 
her feelings, as long as Mrs. 
Spruce thought fit to remain; 
and though it was not dark when 
ſhe roſe to go home, yet he inſiſted 
upon accompanying her, becauſe 
he imagined he had not yet ſuffi- 
ciently vexed his wife by his be- 
haviour already. | 

Mrs. Nelſon could hardly re- 
ſtrain her compoſure till they were 
gone; ſo much was ſhe hurt with 
his new and unaccountable be- 
haviour. As ſoon as they left the 

| bouſe, 
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houſe, ſhe gave free liberty to hw 
tears, till ſhe was thrown into hyſ- 
terics; and from theſe into a pre- 
mature labour, in which ſhe was 
delivered of a dead child, and 

bardly eſcaped with life herſelf. 
We muſt do {Nelſon the juſtice 
to ſay, that. he was merely guided 
by pique and reſentment in his be- 
haviour to her. He had not the 
leaſt thought of going the lengths 
that Mrs. Spruce's arts too fatally. 
carried him; nay, he would 
have ſpurned at the mere idea of 
ſuch a thing with indignation. 
His fall will ſhew the weak- 
neſs of human virtue, when at- 
tacked by the combined. ſtrength 
of beauty and artifice; and how 
careful mankind ought to be in 
blindly 


.. 
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blindly giving way to paſſion and 
reſentment, fo as to allow them- 
ſelves, in the ſmalleſt degree, to act 
contrary to humanity and juſtice. 
— By feeding his blind reſent- 
ment in the manner he did, he 
furniſhed his artful ſeducer with 
the means of attacking him with 
advantage ; and by ſtifling his af- 
fedtion and tenderneſs for his wife, 
he deprived himſelf of a ſhield 
that would have made him invul- 
nerable to her every art. 

The artful woman could hardly 
contain her tranſports before Mrs. 
Nelſon, at obſerving the advan- 


tages which this accidental viſit 


had given her. Every art and 
charm weremade uſe of to maintain 
the ground ſhe had gained by it: 

and 
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and ſober refleQion being entirely. 
baniſhed from his mind, which 


was occupied and diſtradted with 
a hundred different gueſts, who 


made it a ſcene of confuſion and 


uproar by their oppoſite conten- 


tions ; he was made incapable of 


perceiving his danger, and like a a 


lamb was led to the ſlaughter, and, 
like it, was unconſcious where his 
ſeducer was hurrying him to, till it 


vas beyond his power to eſcape. 


If her miſcondu& on former oc- 
caſions was but the effect of acci- 


dent, it was not ſo in this; for in. 
this ſhe played the moſt deter- 


mined and artful ſchemes of ſeduc- 


tion from firſt to laſt ; and like the 
Demon of wickedneſs, her ſatiſ- 
faction was diſplayed. when her 

conquelt: 
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conqueſt was eomplete. The 
tranſports of her heart, and fond 
careſſes, told Nelſon. m a moment, 
that her late pretenſions to virtue, 
and regard for his wife, were 
merely clokes to hide her hypo- 
eriſy and luſt, His infatuation. 
: was now in ſome meaſure at an 
end, by his eyes being opened to 
ſee, the artifices of his betrayer. 
Words are incapable of convey- 
ing an idea of the horror that 
he felt upon the occaſion : thoſe 
alone, who having ſtrong princt 
; ples of virtue in their breaſts, and 
whoſe conſciences are not ſeared 
by repeated acts of guilt, can have, 
a right conception of his remorſe. 


THE 
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He walked about the room with 
inconceiveable agony painted up- 
on his countenance; and when the 
infamous wretch endeavoured to 
calm his ſpirits by the fondeſt 
careſſes, he ſpurned her from him 
with rage and indignation; for 
ne now appeared to his eyes, 
clothed in all the deformities of 
ſhame and wickedneſs. 

* Wretch, begone!” cried he, 
*thy infamous arts have ruined 
* me for ever. —Oh! if my wife 
eig innocent and ſomething tells 
„ me that ſhe is, where ſhall I 
« hide this guilty head? — HO 
&« ſhall 1 approach her?“ added: 
he, taking his hat, and going out 
| ol 
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of the room. « Her virtues will 
« render me for ever contemptible 
« in my own eyes, and my vices 
„vill make me appear equally ſo 
* in her's.” 8 * 
Mrs. Spruce attempted to op- 
poſe his paſſage out of the houſe. 
In her ſtruggles, ſhe fatally puſhed 
him into the room where ſhe had 
a few hours before thrown off her 
diſguiſe, and which in her hurry 
ſhe had forgot to put away. 
No. ſooner did he get ſight of 
theſe well-known clothes, than a 
croud of circumſtances ruſhed up- 
on his mind, which told him in- 
ſtantly that he had all along been 
made the dupe of the infamous 
wretch before him. His rage re- 
doubled, when he recolleQed that 
Et | theſe 
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theſe arts had eauſed him to con- 
ceive the moſt unpardonable ſuſ- 
picions againſt his angelic wife, 
and to treat her with killing indif- 
ference. For though he could not 
yet divine how the fatal locket 
came to be in his wife's cabinet, he 
was fully perſuaded it had been 
got there by the artifices of the 
object before him. 
« Wretch,” ſaid he, taking up 
a ſword that was lying beſide the 
clothes, and pointing it at her 
breaſt, “relate the particulars of 
« thy helliſh arts, or this moment 
4 ſhall be thy laſt.” 
She fell upon her knees, and was 
confeſſing her guilt, when a 
knocking was heard at the ſtreet- 
door; and preſently Syntax's voice 
Oy was 
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was heard in the paſſage, inſiſting 
that Mr. Nelſon was in the houſe. 
Preſently he burſt into the room. 
Horror was painted on his face: 
he called on Nelſon with a voice 
of rage, to plunge the ſword into 
the breaſt of the wretch that was 
Tull trembling on her knees before 
him. © Kill her,” cried he again, 
« and rid the world of a monſter, 
< whoſeinfamous arts have deſtroy 
« ed thy child, and will be the 
« death of thy wife.” 

This was enough for Nelſon, 
who perceived in Syntax's face 
the picture of the fatal miſchiefs he 
had occaſioned at home. He was 
now wound up to the higheſt 
degree of deſperation: as ſoon, 
therefore, as his friend had told 


him 


6 i 


244 THE MAN OF FAILING. 


him the fatal particulars, and re- 
lated the arts by which he had 
been deceived, which Suſan had 
confeſſed in a fit of remorſe, he 
the ſame moment plunged the 


weapon into her breaſt; and was 


going to put an end to his own life, 
had not Syntax forcibly wreſted 
it from his hand. 


-The latter then hurried him 


from the fatal ſcene, and carried 
him home in a coach, almoſt in a 
ſtate of inlenſibility, through an 
exceſs of grief and deſpair. 

The fight of his injured wife 


awakened him to a ſenſe of the 


moſt wretched ſtate that human 
nature is capable of feeling. —Fall- 
ing upon his knees before her bed, 
he imprecated curſes upon his own 

head. 
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head. — At that moment the of 
cers of juſtice entered the houſe, 
and hurried bim from her preſence 
before ſhe had time to grant him 
forgiveneſs. —This laſt circum- 
ſtance was too much for him to 
{upport : it drove him to a ſtate 
ol diſtraftion, which probably was 
the means of ſaving her life; for 
his wife's ſevere ſufferings, added 
to the loſs of his child, and the 
dread of an ignominious death, 


might have driven him to the moſt 


fatal deſign, or killed him of 
themſelves. 

Syntax, as before, ond him 
cloſely during the continuance of 
his lunacy; which continued ſo 
long, that this faithful fellow al- 


moſt deſpaired, as much as his 
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wife, of ever ſeeing him in his 

Heaven, however, who mira- 
eulouſly reftored her from the 
jaws of death, bleffed her MAiill 
more, by reſtoring him to reaſon ; 
which, at firſt, appeared to him like 


the beginning of a ſtate of bliſs: 


for he could hardly perſuade him- 
felf, that he was ftill in a world 
where he had ſuffered fo much 
miſery. @_ | 
Having purchaſed experience 
at ſo dear a rate, he would have 
been blind indeed, if he had fallen 
again into the like errors. He 
now perceived the miſchiefs that 
ariſe from want of confidence in 
the married life.; in which either 
party ought to have as much con- 
| 15 fidence 
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fidence in the other, as to lay open 
the ſmalleſt circumſtance that 
gives them uneaſinefs. By this 
means many fatal differences would 
be prevented, which might happen 
from mere trifles or groundleſs 
ſuſpicions ; which, when encou- 
raged, grow ſtronger and ſtronger 
every day, till one is enraged, 
and the innocent provoked to 
what would have otherwiſe been 
avoided. 


Mrs. Spruce's wound happily 


proved not to be mortal, although 
it healed but flowly. During that 


time ſhe ſaw fo much of the errors 


of her paſt life, and the gulph 
into which ſhe was ſo nearly plun- 
ged, that it was the means of her 
fincere repentance ; and to ſave 

M 2 herſelf 
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155 herſelf from the danger of relapf- 


ing again into her former errors, 
ſhe went to France, where he 


| voluntarily entered into a nun- 


nery; and after the cuſtomary 
time of probation took the veil, 
and afterwards lived a religious 
and auſtere life, _ 

To conclude: Nelfon, being 
once more reſtored to the arms of 
hrs faithful wife, began to taſte 


that happineſs, which one like her 


is capable of conferring. For ſome 
time, indeed, his happineſs was 


occaſionally broken in upon by 


melancholy refledtions on the 
conſequences of his follies ;—the 
loſs of an infant fon, and the re- 


collektion that he had nearly been 
ie means of ſending a guilty ſoul _ 


before 
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before the awful tribunal of Divine 
Juſtice. Mrs. Spruce's recovery, 
and his wife bleſſing him afterwards 
with a fine boy, occaſioned theſe 
refletions to vaniſh gradually 


from his mind, and left him to 


enjoy the moſt perfe& happineſs 
on earth ; that ſuperior felicity, 
which 1s only to be found in the 
ſociety and friendſhip of an ami- 
able woman in a ſtate of virtu- 
ous love. 
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